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Live, learn and serve cross-culturally.  That is the heart of Asia Pacific 
Student Abroad Initiative (APSAI).  Based in Bangkok, Thailand, APSAI 
gives students from Assemblies of God universities the opportunity to 
continue their education while engaging in hands-on ministry in a different 
culture.  Students come alongside missionaries, local churches, and para-
church organizations, participating in their ongoing work to reach the people 
of Thailand for Christ.  Through teaching English, slum ministry, university 
outreach and other opportunities, APSAI students have an incredible platform 
to be light in a Buddhist nation where less than 0.2% of the population has an 
authentic relationship with Jesus Christ.  APSAI prepares students for 
lifelong, missional faith, whether they pursue career missions or make the 
business world their mission field. 
 
 
 

At APSAI, we do not measure our success by what our students do for the 
field.  Instead, we define success by the impact that the field has on our 
students.  We want our students to experience life overseas in a safe, 
controlled Christ-centered environment.  A successful student engagement is 
one where the student leaves our program with their eyes opened to the need 
for missions, both at home and abroad.  We want them to see and understand 
the need for missions and missionaries in partnership with a strong national 
church, engaging all types of people and understanding that everyone has 
value in God's kingdom. 
 
 
 

There is no single definition of an APSAI student; however, we do see three 
types of students within a typical APSAI semester cohort: 

1. The student who knows they are called to long-term career missions.  
APSAI is not about recruiting for PenAsia, but all about helping to 
provide filters for students so that they may better understand God’s 
global mission and their part in it.  Having a semester length experience 
helps to expose the student to missionary life and work and to spend 
quality time with senior career missions people. 

2. The student who has a heart for mission but is unsure about where 
missions fits into their life plan.  There are many students in a variety of 
majors who have been deeply moved about mission but are unsure of 
their involvement.  This program allows them to experience missionary 
life and to reflect on their experience through the academic environment, 
with veteran people, in the context of the unreached world.  
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3. The student who knows they are not called to serve cross-culturally.  
There is an increasing gap between those who are called to career work 
and those who are not.  There are numerous things that are billed as 
“missions” that draw people’s attention and resources.  By exposing 
students to best practices in mission, solid biblical theology of mission 
and Assemblies of God missiology we hope to build stronger connections 
between those who will stay and those who will go, and to impact their 
own ministry in the increasingly pluralistic ministry environment in the 
USA. 

 
 
 

Each semester cohort of APSAI students will live as a community in a 
dormitory setting.  They will have multiple communal experiences of prayer 
and worship, food and fellowship, and ministry near and far.  A semester 
cohort comprised of up to 18 students will be broken down into teams of 
three or four students, with a missionary team leader and a key ministry 
partner. 

A special area of concern for our APSAI leadership is to ensure a strong and 
steady opportunity for spiritual development in our students.  It is our goal for 
our students to experience missionary life to its fullest.  The reality of this 
desire will often mean the students will participate in worshiping the Lord in 
church services where they do not understand the language.  In order to 
ensure that the student continues do develop spiritually, in addition to the 
Thai church services, they will also experience a campus-based program of 
spiritual nurturing that includes:  

• A weekly communal prayer meeting 

• A weekly chapel service that includes typical praise and worship along 
with preaching 

• A weekly time of devotions and prayer with their team 

• A daily time of personal devotions, mentored by APSAI leadership 
 
 
 

Our APSAI campus is situated in Huamark, Bangkok, Thailand, less than two 
miles from two major universities with a combined student population of 
over a half-million students.  It is located about a quarter mile from a major 
highway that accesses the university community and leads to transit routes 
into the city of Bangkok.  Taxi and bus transportation is easily accessible 
from this intersection.  Public transit rail services are available within three 
miles of the campus for rapid travel across the city. 
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The campus is comprised of the APSAI student center, the Peninsular Asia 
area field offices, the Bangkok English Theology Institute, the Bangkok 
Translation Center, and an additional eight apartment units for our program 
director, house parents, and other missionary and ministry guests.  The entire 
campus is protected by 24/7 guard service.  One of the families who are 
assigned to APSAI will live in an apartment at the ground floor level of the 
student center.  The other family lives across the driveway in the building that 
houses the guest apartments. 

The APSAI Student Center is a three-floor facility with eight dorm rooms on 
two floors; each room designed to house two or three students.  Each dorm 
floor will have an RA who resides in a single bedroom.  The top floor of the 
Student Center is a large common area for study, dining, fellowship, and full-
cohort activities. 
 
 
 

At APSAI, we believe that after their spiritual development, the academic life 
of our students is of the greatest importance.  We expect all of our students to 
come to Bangkok carrying no less than a 12-hour course load that will be 
completed in 13 of the 15 weeks that the students are with us.  That academic 
course load will be comprised of three components: 

1. A course in Thai language that is designed to quickly get the students 
talking about themselves, about those they meet, about their basic needs, 
and about basic faith issues.  This survival Thai class will be taught in a 
team setting of three or four people, with four hours of classroom 
instruction.  The learning requirements of this class make it equal to a 
four-hour language course in the USA. 

2. A Cultural Studies/Intro to Missiology course designed by Dr. Alan 
Johnson and taught by Dr. Johnson and members of the missionary 
fellowship in Peninsular Asia.  This class will be taught in a full cohort 
setting with classes meeting in two-hour sessions, one or two times per 
week.  The learning requirements of this course make it equal to a three-
hour culture or ministry course in the USA. 

3. In addition to the two locally taught classes noted above, the students are 
expected to be enrolled in additional courses at their home university 
totaling at least five credit hours.  These courses can be online classes, 
distance learning, or directed/independent study classes. 

While the minimum course load for an APSAI student is 12 hours, we also 
advise that students not take more than 16 hours during their semester in 
Thailand.  Each student will be expected to participate fully in campus life 
and ministry life activities.  Students who are carrying to heavy a course load 
may not receive the full benefit of the program. 
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Ministry life for the APSAI student will include three levels of experience:  
Immersion, Survey, and Thai Church. 

Immersion:  Each team will join with a local church or para-church ministry 
for the full time they are at APSAI.  The students will work with that ministry 
two or three times per week in activities designed to develop relationships 
with Thai people in their community.  These relationships frequently lead to 
opportunities for our APSAI students to discuss their faith with the people 
they are serving.  The immersion experience is designed to develop deep 
relationships that lead to a God-encounter for the students and those to whom 
they are ministering. 

Survey: Throughout the semester, each team will participate in a few short-
term encounters with churches, para-church ministries, community service 
organizations, or non-governmental service corporations, as well as taking in 
some relevant sightseeing at historic and significant religious sites.  These 
survey experiences are designed to expose the students to Thai history and 
culture, and to give the students a broad taste of the various ways that the 
spiritual, physical, and emotional needs of people can be met. 

Thai Church:  Each APSAI team, under the direction of their assigned 
missionary team leader, will attend a Thai church on most Sunday mornings 
during their time in Thailand.  Depending on the work of their missionary 
leader, they may attend multiple Thai churches during the semester.  They 
will only occasionally visit one of the international English-speaking 
congregations in the country.  See the section on Student Life for a review of 
the spiritual development programs in place for our APSAI students. 
 
 
 

For most of our APSAI students, the only language in their functional skill-
set is English.  While this may initially appear to be a handicap in ministering 
effectively here in Thailand, it is actually a tremendous tool.  One of the 
easiest ways for our students to immediately engage with the Thai people in 
our community is via English language activities.  Our APSAI students will 
conduct basic English classes and engage in more complex English dialog 
sessions.  The APSAI students do not need to be English or Education majors 
to be effective in this environment.  They simply need to be willing to talk to 
Thai students on selected topics or follow a basic, pre-designed, classroom 
plan.  Each student who engages in English as a tool for building 
relationships into the community will be provided with an orientation on how 
to engage in this type of ministry and with assistance from their team leader 
and/or ministry partner in developing materials for all ministry events. 
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For two weeks in the middle of each semester, our APSAI students will leave 
their local setting and travel to various field locations in Thailand and 
neighboring countries for a variety of ministry experiences and cultural 
exposures.  It is during these field trips that the students will conduct a border 
crossing for the purpose of re-endorsing their Non-Immigrant Type-O 
Multiple Entry visa.  This multiple entry visa is required so that the students 
only need to make one visa exit during their time at APSAI. 
 
 
 

The following is how a typical week will look for our APSAI students. 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Study Culture & 

Missiology Chapel 

Culture & 

Missiology 

Church 

   

Study 

Thai-1 or 

Ministry 

Thai-3 or 

Ministry 

Thai-1 or  

Ministry 

Thai-3 or  

Ministry 

Ministry 

and/or 

Culture 

Ministry 

Free 
Day 

Thai-2 or  

Ministry 

Thai-4 or  

Ministry 

Thai-2 or  

Ministry 

Thai-4 or  

Ministry 

Food & 
Fun 

This is intended to be an example, with the education segments being most 
firm and the ministry segments being most variable.  Students should come 
with an expectation that there will be variations in the schedule. 
 
 
 

The following are important dates for the fall 2011 APSAI cohort: 

USA Departure:  Students should depart from the USA no later than August 
25.  They are welcome to leave for Thailand earlier, but be advised that 
departing earlier than August 23 is likely to cost significantly more due to the 
summer travel season. 

USA Return:  The last day for this fall cohort will be December 11, 2011.  
All students will depart for the USA on December 12, 2011.  We do not have 
the ability to accommodate students staying beyond the semester end date. 

Thai Semester Break:  Thai schools close for most of the month of October.  
This represents a break between semesters in Thai schools.  It is during this 
period that we will conduct field trips and engage most aggressively in survey 
activities.  It is also during this time that we will cross the Thai border into a 
neighboring country to reset the 90-day clock on the students’ Non-
Immigrant Type-O Multiple Entry visas. 
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At APSAI, we desire to operate within the budget expectations of a student 
living on campus at their home university.  Fees for classes that the student 
takes are retained by their home university.  Fees for room and board are 
consigned to APSAI to cover operational expenses during the semester.   

Out of those room and board fees, APSAI allocates $270 per month for 
meals, $150 per month for rent, $50 per month for utilities, including wireless 
internet access across the campus, and $120 per month for transportation.   

Food money will be used to pay for cohort meals and the services of a cook, 
as well as to provide a daily stipend for students to purchase meals at local 
food establishments while engaged in ministry activities. 

Transportation funds will be used to pay for a van and driver for cohort 
activities, as well as to reimburse students for bus, train, and taxi fees, as well 
as event and location fees when engaging in ministry activities. 

The remaining funds will be used to pay for Thai language instruction and 
cover field trip and travel costs. 
 
 
 

In addition to the above noted operational expenses, each APSAI student will 
fund the cost of travel to and from Bangkok.  Airfare costs can vary 
significantly, so it is very important to shop around for the best flight deals.  
Our semester start and end dates have been set in such a way as to minimize 
airfare costs.  Depending on travel dates and departure airport, round-trip 
airfares within the date range we are recommending for travel can range from 
$1,750 to $2,500 per student. 
 
 
 

Each student is required to come to Bangkok with a Non-Immigrant Type-O 
Multiple Entry visa.  There are only a few Thai Consulates in the USA who 
still issue multiple entry visas.  Schools participating in APSAI should 
consult with APSAI leadership for guidance on where to get the multiple 
entry visas in their area.   

The cost for a multiple entry visa is $175.  There will be additional costs for 
required photos and mailing of the visa package.  A budget of $200 per 
student should cover this cost. 

The multiple entry visa is required, as it is not possible to stage the border 
crossing in such a way that the student will leave before a single entry visa 
expires and still have less than 15 days before their departure.  Thailand 
Immigration no longer issues 30-day visas at land border crossings.  The 
student budget should include sufficient funds to cover travel for this visa 
renewal.  The recommended budget for this travel is $400. 
 
 

continued on next page 

APSAI Finances – 

School Expenses 

APSAI Finances – 

Airfare Expenses 

APSAI Finances – 

Visa & Visa Run 

Expenses 

Deleted: 04/17/2011



04/19/2011 Asia Pacific Student Abroad Initiative – Fall Cohort  7 

Asia Pacific Student Abroad Initiative – Fall Cohort, 

Continued 
 
 
 

Because we operate as a ministry within AGWM, MAPS insurance is 
required for all APSAI students.  The current costs of MAPS insurance is 
$3.00 per day.  Assuming no more than 115 days away from the USA, 
students should budget $345 for insurance.  Students should also have access 
to funds to cover possible medical needs that may later be reimbursed to them 
after they file a claim through their MAPS medical insurance.  We 
recommend each student come with $100 designated to cover medical needs. 

See http://goag.org/goag/maps/insurance/ for more information on the 
required MAPS insurance program. 
 
 
 

Each APSAI student needs to have access to spending money.  The student 
should budget their personal spending needs to be at least what they would 
have spent on their home campus.  This includes money for snacks, cleaning 
supplies for themselves and their personal accommodation space, free time 
events and activities, personal travel around the city, and other personal 
needs. 

While APSAI will provide functioning cell phones with active Thai phone 
numbers to each student, it is the student’s responsibility to maintain minutes 
on that cell phone.  Calls on Thai cell phones to the USA are expensive.  We 
recommend that each student install Skype on their computer and ensure that 
friends and family members have access to Skype as well.  This will help the 
student to minimize their telephone expenses while here in Thailand. 

Students should budget sufficient additional money for souvenirs and gifts 
they may wish to buy here and take back home. 

While not wanting to dictate to the students in this area, we are 
recommending a budget of $800 per semester for this category. 
 
 
 

Considering the information presented above, an APSAI student will be 
responsible for covering $945 in fixed costs, plus airfare, personal money, 
and medical money.  The total budget that is each student’s responsibility to 
fund should range from $3,500 to $4,500. 
 

 
 

Students who desire more information should connect with their campus 
missions director.  Campus missions directors and administrative or academic 
leaders who desire more information about APSAI should connect with our 
leadership team via email.  Please direct your enquires to info@apsai.org. 
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