BRIENNA CALDWELL

MOVIE CLIP

Movie Title: Remember the Titans

Movie Rating: PG

Brief Synopsis of the movie clip:  The movie takes place during the time of separation between black and white people.  A high school determines to mix colored people by using a football team.  They bring in an African American head coach to work with White coaches.  The team is made up of both types of nationalities.  The job of this coach is to bring these men together in order to play and win football games.  He takes the team to a camp for the weekend hoping it will draw them to unity.  The team is woken up at 3:00 a.m. to take a run.  They end up in the exact spot where Gettysburg was fought.  The Coach explains how the team is fighting the same battles that were fought years ago.  That we are fighting today among ourselves.

Illustration/Application from clip:  Throughout this movie, these teammates have been in conflict with one another.  They are different, and instead of being thankful for their differences-they actually use them to separate them further from each other.  The people who are the same, stick together.  We, as the body of Christ, are all one.  We need to stop fighting among ourselves because of our differences.  The teammates wouldn’t work together or even associate with one another because of their different color.  What is holding you back today from those who aren’t like you.  Maybe it is their color, maybe it is their social status -the way they dress, the way they look, etc.  Maybe today you don’t talk to those who are younger than you, those who don’t like the same things you like.  All of these things make us different, but instead of letting those things pull us apart; we should look at our differences and get excited that we aren’t all the same.  That God did make us different for a reason.  We need to stop fighting against one another because of our differences.  We need to take some time and love those around us that aren’t like us.

Scripture: (1 Corinthians 12:12-31) Key in on 1 Cor. 12:12-The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts: and though all it’s parts are many, they form one body.  So it is with Christ.

OBJECT LESSON

Materials needed: 1 empty pitcher, water (enough to fill the pitcher ¾ full), sugar (1 cup), Kool-Aid package (dark color), Spoon to mix with, Ice-cubes (1 cup full)

Illustration/Application: Here we see an empty pitcher.  Let’s just say this is our life.  Now the water that I am now pouring in is just our day to day stuff…the things that we do and say as Christians.  This is what we look like when we are living Godly lives, doing the right things, being like Christ.  We are clean both to those around us and to Jesus Christ.  Then one day your best friend asks you to steal something from the store.  They promise that they won’t tell anyone and only the 2 of you will know.  You decide to do it (place in the ice cubes.  Now you can kind of see a difference but not much.  At church that week you are feeling bad about what you’ve done but you let it go.  The water is still the same color and you could pull off to those around you that everything in your life is okay.  About a week later you decide to go a little further with your boyfriend/girlfriend than you know you should.  But you really do love him/her and you want to show that to them (add the sugar).  Now you can see that the water is a little hazy but still clear.  You show up at the student disciplining program at church and no one has a clue what you did the night before.  After this you decide to go out with some friends to a big party on Saturday night.  Things end up getting a little crazy and you get talked into drinking a few beers.  It’s not that big of a deal until you loose count of how many drinks you’ve had and wake up the next morning not knowing what you did the night before (add the Kool-Aid and start to stir).  The things that we do, affect us.  Others may not be able to see the sin that you have, but God always does.  He knows everything that you do.  You cannot hide sin from him.  That is what the teachers of the law and Pharisees tried to do.  But they were reminded that God does look at the heart, not at the outward appearance.  Just like this illustration.  To others our lives may look normal with just the ice-cubes or sugar, we are able to hide our sin.  But to God, we cannot.

Scripture: Matthew23:27-28 “Woe to you, teacher of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean.  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

Story

The Story: While walking through the forest one day, a man found a young eagle that had fallen out of his nest. He took it home and put it in his barnyard where it soon learned to eat and behave like the chickens. One day a naturalist passed by the farm and asked why it was that the king of all birds should be confined to live in the barnyard with the chickens. The farmer replied that since he had given it chicken feed and trained it to be a chicken, it had never learned to fly. Since it now behaved as the chickens, it was no longer an eagle.

"Still it has the heart of an eagle," replied the naturalist, "and can surely be taught to fly." He lifted the eagle toward the sky and said, "You belong to the sky and not to the earth. Stretch forth your wings and fly." The eagle, however, was confused. He did not know who he was, and seeing the chickens eating their food, he jumped down to be with them again.

The naturalist took the bird to the roof of the house and urged him again, saying, "You are an eagle. Stretch forth your wings and fly." But the eagle was afraid of his unknown self and world and jumped down once more for the chicken food. Finally the naturalist took the eagle out of the barnyard to a high mountain. There he held the king of the birds high above him and encouraged him again, saying, " You are an eagle. You belong to the sky. Stretch forth your wings and fly." The eagle looked around, back towards the barnyard and up to the sky. Then the naturalist lifted him straight towards the sun and it happened that the eagle began to tremble. Slowly he stretched his wings, and with a triumphant cry, soared away into the heavens. 

It may be that the eagle still remembers the chickens with nostalgia. It may even be that he occasionally revisits the barnyard. But as far as anyone knows, he has never returned to lead the life of a chicken. 

Scripture: Romans 12:2 –And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

Application: We are all like the chickens.  We are of this world and have been raised in the standards of this world.  Yet when we become Christians by giving or lives to Christ; we are to become different than those in this world.  Though we are of this world we are no longer of this world.  If someone walked by and saw your life, would you be like the eagle acting like the chicken (living like the world it was placed in) or would you fly and be different than this world (because that is what Christ made you to do).  Today God is whispering, maybe yelling to you, “I have created you for righteousness, to live a holy life, to be set apart.  Be like me in all that you do”.  Today will you listen to that voice and obey or will you continue to limit yourself by living like a chicken even though your and eagle?

Dana Carver

Angus- PG-13 (Movie Clip)
Synopsis- Angus and his grandfather are getting ready for a wedding.  Angus is distraught because of circumstances in his life and his grandfather is giving him some advice.

Illustration & Application- You guys heard the grandfather say, “Superman isn’t brave.  Anyone who can’t be hurt or isn’t vulnerable is no hero.”  I don’t want to get into a debate about Superman.  The point is it’s the people that take a stand for what they believe in and usually get rejected at first that are the true heroes.  The Christian life is the hardest yet most fulfilling thing you’ll ever do.  The enemy wants to see us fail.  We are failures, but God sees past all of the mistakes we make, can we?  Can we stand up in the face of adversity and temptation and say, “I’m going to keep going and press on toward what God has for me and I’m not going to let the fact that I may get hurt stop me.”  

Scripture- Phil. 3:14


“I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Breaking Down the Walls (Object Lesson)

Materials:
- 1 Sledgehammer

- 3 walls made from plaster(Just get someone in your church that is in construction to help you with this.  The walls should be able to be broken down with the sledgehammer.  So, not too thin and not too thick.)
- Tarp to cover the ground
Illustration & Application- So many of us in our lives, we set up walls between us and God.  We can allow emotional things like a relationship or depression to come between us. Sometimes we let habits like smoking, cussing, drinking, pornography, or even procrastination separate us from God.  Then there are spiritual areas in our lives that God wants us to give up but we let our pride get in the way.  The Israelites had to break the walls of Jericho down if they wanted to go forward with God.  We must do the same.  

Scripture- Joshua 6:20


“When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the city.”

Stealing Your Neighbor’s Cat is not Good Therapy (Story)

The Story- We had a neighbor who owned a cat.  This cat had no tail because it’d been ran over..............by it’s owner!  This cat just loved to sit on top of everyone’s car.  She’d go walking in the mud and then just jump right up on our car and leave prints everywhere.  We hated this cat.  One day, my brother got this great idea to get rid of this cat.  I was already a Christian, so I didn’t really feel like we should,, but I just wanted to get rid of this cat so bad.  So I went along with it.  We picked up the cat, we jumped into the truck and drove out to the middle of nowhere.  This is where we let it go and said “Adios!”.  I got back home and I couldn’t help but feel like I had wronged my neighbor.  It was about a week or so that went by and everyday, God would just gently tell me that I was wrong and I needed to talk to my neighbor.  “What!?!  Are you out of your mind God?”  But I obeyed the Holy Spirit and I went and talked to her and the craziest part is, she wasn’t upset.  She just said something like, “I won’t lose any sleep over it, you shouldn’t either.”

Scripture- 1 John 1:9


“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
Illustration & Application- We do stupid things, but God in his grace and mercy has decided that we be blameless.  This is just a humorous way of showing you how God desires us to be holy examples.

CHARITY CHANDLER

The movie: The Rookie

Rating: PG

Start Time: -1: 31: 57

End Time: -1: 27: 15
About the Movie: Jim Morris father, teacher and high school coach, though his dream was over. He’d had his shot at playing baseball, blew out his shoulder, and retired without ever making into the big leagues. Then, in 1999, Coach Morris made a fateful bet with his perpetually losing team. If they won the district championship, Morris- who threw a 98mph fastball- would try out for the majors. The team went from worst to first, and Jim, living up his end of the bargain, threw caution to the wind and was on the road to becoming the oldest rookie in the major leagues.  

Overview of the clip: The team had just lost their season opener and Coach Morris was talking to them after the game. He was talking to them about how the gave up and just quit playing. He was telling them that they needed to have a dream, not just about playing the game but in their own lives. Then one of the boys asked to coach how could he say that they needed to have a dream when he was giving up on his own dream.

Scripture: Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.”

Where to take it: Ever since Coach Morris was a little boy, his desire was to play baseball. He had to go through many trials before his desire was fulfilled. From moving all over the place, a father who didn’t care about baseball, and even through a shoulder injury, none of those things stopped that desire. It was at the moment that he was ready to give it up that his desire came true. How many of you have had some type of desire or dream inside you that you though would never happen? Or have you ever wondered how that desire would even come true? It is in times like these when we have to fall back on what the Psalmist says, “Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.” When you fully put your trust in God, and believe that he will provide everything for you, its then that you will see those desires come about. God puts those desires in you heart for a reason. You just have to wait on his time and trust. Are you willing to do that?

STORY

Ever since Liz was a little girl, she always wanted to play high school basketball and eventually college ball. When she was a sophomore, she made the high school varsity team. Throughout her high school career though, she went through many trials and struggled a lot to get some playing time. Her coach was the kind of coach who was more in it for namesake that who had the most talent. Liz’s parents didn’t have a very high social standing so she sat the bench unless, the team was winning by a lot or doing very poorly. When her senior year came around, she resorted to playing on the J.V. squad. She was even made to go practice with the freshman when the rest of the team was watching game tape. Because of other circumstance as well, Liz’s dream of playing college ball seemed so far away. By the time August came around for Liz to go off to college, she had lost almost all hopes of ever playing varsity ball again. But after speaking to the captain of the varsity squad she decided to try out for the team as a walk on. Much to her amazement her dream of playing college basketball finally came true. All the hard work and struggles she went through paid off in the end.    

Scripture: Genesis 37: 5-11 “ Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had:  We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it."  His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. "Listen," he said, "I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me."  When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, "What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?"  His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.”

Where to take it: We all have some type of dream inside of us that we might not know exactly how that dream is going to come about. Joseph was a man who had a dream. Before his dream even came true, he had to endure many trials and temptations. From being sold into slavery by his own brothers, being accused of attacking Pharaoh’s wife, and to being thrown into jail, he still put his trust and life into God’s hands. I want you guys to think about that dream that is inside of you. Has it come about yet? Do you feel like there is no way possible for that dream to come true? I want you to remember what God did for Joseph, because of his faithfulness to the Lord. When we let go of our own lives, and yes even our dreams, and let God have his way, we will see those dreams come true. I know this to be true for the story I told you was that of my own. When I finally let go of my life and even my dream and put it all into God’s hands, it is then when my dream came true. God wants the very best for our lives. So are you willing to give him everything.

Object Lesson

Materials needed: 

· Picher full of water

· A spoon

· Wisk

· Instant tea mix

Prepare ahead:

· Prepare a message on how we should not let sin creep into our lives.

· Find a clear water jug and fill it with water.

At the meeting:

Give the message. Once finished slowly start to pour a little bit of the tea mixture into the water. Explain that when you start to pour in the mixture, it starts to delude the water and it changes the color to brown. When you put enough mixture into the water it fully consumes the water until all you have left is the tea.

Scripture:

In the same way that the tea mixture changed the water, that is the same way that sin creeps into our lives. We start off with doing little things, unaware that the condition of our heart is changing. Pretty soon, all you know to do anymore is sin. It has totally consumed everything that is inside of you and everything that you are. That’s why Romans 12:2 says “ do not conform any longer to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” What ever you feed your mind, that will determine how you act, what you do, say, everything. So what are you feeding yourself? Is it something that you can be proud of?

KENITA EVARTS

Movie: Runaway Bride

Rating: PG


Synopsis: This clip shows Maggie’s family watching her wedding videos (three, to be exact). In each the wedding is completely different from the previous, each reflecting the groom’s personality and presumably Maggie’s at the time. 

Illustration/Application: Sometimes we think we have to wait until we get ourselves “right” before God wants anything to do with us. Just like Maggie in the clip we saw we may constantly try to change ourselves so that we can have a relationship with God, but God wants to be in relationship with us now, just as we are; the only thing God asks of us is that we believe that His son died for us.

Scripture: Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 10:9-10

That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.

Movie: Star Wars Episode I


Rating: PG

Synopsis: Anakin has just been freed from slavery and is told he will be going with Qui Gon Jin to be trained as a Jedi. Qui Gon Jin tells Anakin’s mother “our meeting was not coincidence, nothing happens by chance.” Anakin asks his mother if she will be going with them and she tells Anakin “this path has been laid out for you, the choice is yours alone.”


Illustration/Application: Qui Gon says in the clip that nothing happens by chance, and that’s so true, nothing does- God is totally in control. God chose us from the beginning to be a part of His family, but at the same time He gives us the opportunity to make decisions for ourselves to choose Him, He will never force us to be a part but leaves it up to us- the choice really is yours alone. 

Scripture: II Thessalonians 2:13

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.

Movie: Remember the Titans

Rating: PG

Synopsis: The team is at football camp, it’s late at night and they’ve been practicing a long time but some of the guys still don’t want to play together; finally Gary Bertier (the captain) gets together with Julius and they begin to rile each other up with team spirit. The other players see them and begin to see themselves as a team and, for the first time, work together as a team.

Illustration/Application: Sometimes you just have to make a decision and do the right thing and not worry about the consequences. Just as Gary had to take the initiative and make some changes with his team, we have to do the same. When Gary finally did the right thing the team actually came together and the rest of the group began to jump on board too, and that’s when they truly became a team, worked together, and began to win. 

Scripture: James 1:22

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

Movie: Jurassic Park

Rating: PG-13

Synopsis: Dr. Malcom is in the boardroom with the other scientists discussing the possibility of opening a theme park filled with dinosaurs. Malcom has serious concerns and tells them, “You’re scientists were so preoccupied that they could, they never stopped to think if they should.”

Illustration/Application: In this clip, Malcom makes a good point; he tells them that just because they are able to do something doesn’t necessarily mean that they should. That is exactly what the bible tells us (read 1 Cor. 10:23). God gives us the ability to make choices, he tells us to stay away from certain things because He knows how they can harm us, but he still allows the decision to be ours. That is why we have to be into God’s word, so that we know what choices are wise.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:23

“Everything is permissible”- but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible”- but not everything is constructive. No one should seek his own good, but the good of others.

Movie: The Emperor’s New Groove 

Rating: G


Synopsis: Cusco (the Emperor) is spoiled and always gets what he wants so he has never had to think of anyone else but him. Cusco is planning on building a summer home on the top of a mountain where the peasants have lived for generations. He brings in the owner of the home and tells him he is going to build a summer home and his mountain and then forgets about him, even though he’s obviously hurt. (Later, we find that Cusco must depend of the peasant to get him home).

Illustration/Application: Just like we’ve seen in this clip, we never know when we are going to need to depend on someone, so when we have the opportunity to be help to someone else we need to do so. Yes, because we may later find ourselves in similar circumstances, but also because the bible tells us that God is pleased with us when we do.

Scripture: Hebrews 13:16

And do not forget to do good, and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.

Movie: Everafter

Rating: PG

Synopsis: The Queen tells Danielle’s step mother she will be shipped to the Americas because of the lies she’s told and how she tried to manipulate the prince, and her step daughter Danielle, unless, the Queen tells her, someone will speak for you. No one says anything and finally Danielle comes through the door and says, “I will speak for her.”

Illustration/Application: This clip illustrates grace. Even though Danielle has been treated terribly but her step-mother and step-sister she speaks for them when they are faced with being sent to the Americas. Danielle had grace on them just as we see with Jesus in the passage here (read Luke 23:39-43).

Scripture: Luke 23:39-43

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what are deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Movie: The Three Musketeers

Rating: PG

Synopsis: Aramis tries to stop and arrest the Cardinal from fleeing with the King and Queen. The Cardinal says he does not answer to mere men, and Aramis tells him, “Then you’ll answer to God.” The cardinal shoots Aramis and leaves.

Aramis’ friends surround him and find that isn’t dead like they thought, the cross Aramis was wearing caught the bullet, “see” Aramis says, “there is a God.”

Illustration/Application: Sometimes it’s hard to have faith in something that we cannot see, but if we are faithful to believe what God’s word says He will always come through for us. 

Scripture: Luke 8:43-48

And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. “Who touched me?” Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you.”  But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.” Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”

Movie: Finding Nemo

Rating: G

Synopsis: Nemo and his new friends swim off together away from the teacher; they see a boat (they think it’s called a butt) and dare each other to go touch “the butt”. Nemo’s father comes and finds them and Nemo is embarrassed and upset so he swims out to touch “the butt” and ends up getting caught by a diver. 

Illustration/Application: Peer pressure can cause us to do some really stupid things. In the clip Nemo wants to fit in with his friends so he decides to go touch “the butt” and what happens when he does- he gets caught by the diver. Sometimes we do things just because we feel pressured and it can put us into a bad position, sometimes even dangerous. We have to learn to be confident in who God has made us to be. 

Scripture: Galatians 1:10

Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.

Movie: Miracle on 34th Street

Rating: PG

Synopsis: This is a court scene where Kris Kringle (Santa Clause) is on trial, the little girl takes a dollar bill with “In God We Trust” circled to the judge and the judge allows Kris Kringle to go free, “if the government can trust in God without seeing Him” then they can believe Kris Kringle is Santa Clause.

Illustration/Application: It takes trust to believe in something we can’t always see, but when we trust God he is faithful to respond to us and show us what he can do through us.

Scripture: Matthew 14:25-31

During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciple saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.  But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”  “Come.” He said. Then Peter got down out of the boat and walked on the water to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

Movie: The Emperor’s New Clothes

Rating: PG

Synopsis: Napoleon has escaped from the island and replaced himself with a look-a-like there. He has been living a quiet life waiting for the look-a-like to announce he is not Napoleon, and the real Napoleon can reclaim status. Napoleon finds out the look-a-like has died and realizes that no one believes he is the real Napoleon so he must decide what he will do with his life now. 

Illustration/Application: When we trust in God there is nothing that can separate us from Him and we can be content in our surroundings and our circumstances because He is with us always. He’s with us in the good times and in the bad, always- we need to be confident in our future because God is in control of it and knows what is truly best for us.

Scripture: Romans 8:37-39

In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Materials: Name brand shirt (white or another light color works best), two spray bottles filled with food coloring.

Illustration/Application: (At the beginning of service ask who wants the shirt) When we get saved our lives are like this shirt, nice and clean, brand new. But sometimes we may start to do things we know we shouldn’t as Christians, and we think- well, I just do it this once, or, just a little bit. But when we do this (pull out spray bottle and begin to spray the shirt with the food coloring) we don’t always realize that sin leaves its mark, and the more we sin (continue spraying shirt) the more damage is done; and finally this beautiful thing we had is now all marred. (Again ask who wants the shirt now, no one because its stained). Jesus is the only one who can make us brand new again by removing all the stains in our lives, but it’s up to us to try to avoid those things which would stain us.

Scripture: I John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

I John 3:9 

No one who is born of God will continue in sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.

Materials: Clear empty glass, bottled water and another small glass of water.

Illustration/Application: Ask for a volunteer, bring out the bottled water pour it into a glass and tell him/her they can drink it. Tell them the glass of water represents our life, and then pull out the small glass of water and tell them it is toilet water (it doesn’t really need to be) pour just a drip into the glass with the bottled water, now ask the volunteer if they would want to drink it, and when they say no go on to say, sin is a lot like his toilet water, just a little tiny bit contaminates the glass. This is why we have to guard ourselves against sin.

Scripture: I Thessalonians 5:22-23

Avoid every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Materials: Clear glass of water, bottle of oil.

Illustration/Application: We live in this world but we are not a part of the world. That means that we live different from how the rest of the world lives and because of that sometimes we may even be hated because of it, but Jesus is on our side, here in this scripture we see how Jesus, the son of God prayed for us in this world because He realized that we like Him, are in this world but not a part of it. (Bring out the glass of water and pour some oil into the glass as well) Just as the oil is in the water but separate from it, so are we with the world, in it but separate from it.

Scripture: John 17:15-18

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

Materials: Two white carnations, vase with food coloring. Place one carnation in the vase the night before the service (the next day the color of the carnation will have changed to the color of the food coloring).

Illustration/Application: Last night I put a white carnation, just like this one (show them the white carnation) into a vase, the vase was filled with water of course, and a few drops of blue food coloring, and this morning when I went to check on the flower, this is what I found (bring out the blue carnation in the vase). The carnation to begin with was white but because of what it was fed its color changed; just like this flower, whatever we decide to put in will change us, either for better or worse, so we have to make wise decisions as to what we will allow to influence us. The bible teaches us that whatever a man sows, he will reap.

Scripture: Galatians 6:7-8,10

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

Therefore as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Materials: Ten dollar bill.

Illustration/Application: Ask students who wants the ten dollar bill, crumple it and ask again, next, put it on the ground and stomp on it, put a tear in it, ask again. (of course they all still want it) Ask why they still want it. Tell them, just like the ten dollar bill holds it’s value whether it was crumpled, stomped on or torn; God also sees how valuable we, even when we can’t see it. 

Scripture: John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave his only son and whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Materials: Cards with the letters NO printed on them. Make sure to have enough to hand out to each student afterwards.

Illustration/Application: Because we belong to God, our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, and God wants us to care for and respect ourselves- He loves us so much that He put certain guidelines for us to follow, because He knows how harmful some things are for us. That’s why He tells us to wait until marriage to have sex. Within marriage it is a beautiful thing, but outside of marriage it can be very damaging, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. So when you felling pressured remember this (hand out the cards), JUST SAY NO (then flip the card upside down) KEEP YOUR CLOTHES ON. Keep this as a reminder that God has something better in store for you at the right time.

Scripture: Romans 12:1-2

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in light of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God- this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is- His good, pleasing and perfect will. 

Materials: Pieces of broken glass, pre-made mosaic with the youth groups’ name/emblem on it. 

Illustration/Application: Ask: what good is broken glass? We may think sometimes that we are like this glass (show the broken glass), we think we are of no use, we don’t fit anywhere; but that is not what God sees, God looks at us and sees how beautiful we are and how He can make something even more beautiful out of us (show the mosaic). We have to learn to see ourselves and others the way God sees us, through His eyes; and that’s when we realize that we do fit and together we are beautiful, and our differences are a part of that beauty. 

Scripture: Romans 12:4-6a

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.

Materials: Empty bottle partially filled baking soda, another container filled with vinegar. 

Illustration/Application: It is up to us to be an encouragement to each other and the only way we can do that is if we ourselves are being filled with God’s spirit daily. It’s like this bottle, we are the bottle, and when we come to church, or do our devotions we are filling up with God’s spirit, and when we do (pour the vinegar into the bottle) we overflow with God’s spirit and what does it do? It spreads and overflows into others. We cannot keep God’s spirit all to ourselves, we have to share what we’ve experienced, therefore encouraging each other.

Scripture: Hebrews 10:24-25

And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another- and all the more as you see the day approaching.

Materials: Toddler car.

Illustration/Application: When we’re little, a car like this (show the toddler car) is awesome; but as we get older and bigger, it’s just not quite the same. (Ask for a volunteer to come up and try to get into the car). Now if (insert name) pulled up to school in this thinking he/she was looking cool in his/her car he/she’d look pretty silly. Well, sometimes this is how we look when we are mean to people or make fun of some one and we’re a Christian, the bible says that we are nothing with out love, and if we have love we will treat people with love and respect, and that is a mark of our maturity in Christ.

Scripture: I Corinthians 13:11

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.

Materials: Someone your youth doesn’t know to play a homeless man/woman.

Illustration/Application: (Before service, have the “homeless person” hanging out around outside the church) have snacks out for students before the service (the homeless person comes in and gets some food and leaves-watch the students reactions) go on with service as usual (songs, sermon/scripture, prayer, etc., sometime during this the homeless person comes back in quietly and just hangs out in the back, don’t make a big deal about it) towards the end of service ask the “homeless person to come to the front and explain what just happened, (read James 2:14-17) ask the students how they felt when they saw the homeless person and how they can make a difference.  

Scripture: James 2:14-17

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

Story: In 1845 was an expedition that sailed out from New England to find the Northwest Passage across the Artic Ocean; It was called the Franklin Expedition. They took two ships and filled them with a lot of stuff they definitely didn’t need- a twelve hundred volume library, fine china, crystal and sterling silver; but each ship only brought enough coal for their steam engines for twelve days. While in the Artic the ship got stuck in the ice. Several months later the men decided to try to trek their way to safety, but none of them survived. When rescuers found their bodies, the found the sled they were pulling filled with “ A  great deal of table silver”. 

Application:  Just like these men sometimes we carry a lot of baggage with us. This baggage can weight us down and keep us for our destination. In the case of these men it took their lives. That is why God tells us to give him our baggage. 

Scripture: Hebrews 12:1

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Story:  This is a story that happened to my husband.  He was supposed to go camping with some friends out in the mountains of Colorado. He left from work anxious to get there, but was unfamiliar with that part of the mountains. He got lost in the pitch black mountains and to make matters worse he got a flat tire, his trunk was broken and he couldn’t access his spare. So getting more and more frustrated, he started walking back toward town which was about six miles; there was no light to guide him just the sound of the river on one side and he could see the tips of the trees on the other. After he had walked about 3 hours he was beyond frustration. There was not one car that he run into on his forced hike to this point. Finally, when at the edge of his wits he yelled at the top of his lungs “Hello! Is any one there?!” after a brief silence someone very close to him shouted out “Hello!” at this he screamed at the top of his lungs like a little girl. It turns out that the person on the other end of that “hello” was actually from the same town he was, and even new the friends he was going to meet; they were able to help him with his tire and also let him stay the night camping with them. 

Application:  When we think we are all alone we have to realize that we are never alone, God is always watching out for us, sometimes all we need to do is ask.

Scripture: 1 John 3:22

Receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him.

Story: There was a basketball game between two longtime rival schools, and it was close. Hope College trailed Calvin by only one point. Hope brought the ball down the court, a player made the shot, and the ball went through the hoop- it was good! The Hope fans erupted in cheers, and so did the Calvin fans- thinking the shot was after the final buzzer. The officials ruled, the buzzer had sounded and the points went to Calvin. Later the President of Hope College remarked on the fans reaction, he said “They didn’t scream in protest or tear up the seats. They turned to each other and said, ‘What a great game! What a great rivalry!’”

Application: Life is life, stuff that we don’t like- or even think is fair is going to happen- that’s life; but how we choose to react in life makes all the difference for us and for others. Instead of getting angry, the fans decided to leave enjoying the game.

Scripture: Colossians 3:12

Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 

Story: A resort in Breckenridge, Colorado, posted signs warning skiers to keep off a certain slope. The large signs warned, Danger! Out of Bounds! But, in spite of the warnings, several skiers went into the area. The result? A half-mile wide avalanche buried four of the skiers beneath tons of snow and rock. 

Application: Just like the skiers if don’t heed the signs that God has in place for us we can end up in a horrible position. God gave us guides in the Bible to protect us, it’s so important that we follow them, God knows best, he knows what the future holds, we don’t.

Scripture: Psalm 97:10

Let those who love the Lord hate evil, for he guards the lives of his faithful ones and deliver them from the hand of the wicked.

Story: Bystanders spotted the nine year old boy in the swollen river. He was struggling with all his might to stay afloat in the raging torrent. He didn’t have the strength to swim to shore, even though it was only ten yards away. Rescuers jumped in and pulled him to safety. The boy, exhausted, laid panting on the riverbank. After he caught his breath, someone asked, “Did you fall in?” “No” he said, “I just wanted to see how strong the current was. I sure found out!”

Application: Sometimes we can get into trouble when we decide to take matters into our own hands, and get to something we know we need to keep away from. But God keeps watch over us and protects us, even when we’re dumb. 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:12

So if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall.

Story: The Christians in a Haitian church service were all smiles as they put their coins in the offering plate. These country people were, most of whom lived in small huts, were delighted to have something to share with others. The concept of freely sharing had become part of the fabric of their lives since they became believers. One of the Haitian believers said, “We have a saying: ‘If I have something today, I’ll share it with others. Then tomorrow, when I have nothing, they may be able to share with me.’” They gave cheerfully, knowing God would take care of their needs.

Application: These believers had a good grasp of what it’s really all about. The truth is when we give we make a positive difference in others lives, God blesses us. It’s all about being a servant, that’s exactly what Jesus was, and what we need to be. 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:7

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Story: When I was young I can remember a very scary thing that happened to one of my little sisters. This happened to my sister Tabi, when she was about three years old, my mom was in the kitchen boiling some water; Tabi came into the kitchen and my mom told her to leave the kitchen. Well, she did, but she came right back and my mom had turned her back from the stove for a minute- and that was long enough, Tabi pulled the pot off the stove and it poured all over her. Thankfully after a trip to the hospital, she was okay.

Application: We put ourselves in bad situations when we chose not to pay attention to those who God has placed in our lives to direct us. Some rules are for our own good, and we can’t know that when we haven’t experienced it, so it only makes sense to listen to those who are there to support and guide us. 

Scripture: Colossians 3:8

But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.

Story: After a flight into space, Russian cosmonaut Gherman Titoy said, “Some people say there is a God…but in my travels around the earth all day long, I looked around and didn’t see him…I saw no God nor angels…I don’t believe in God. I believe in man, his strength, his possibilities, his reason.”  

Application: Faith is all about believing in something we can’t always see, and that takes trust, and when we trust God our faith is built and we are strengthened when we find how he works in our lives.

Scripture: Psalm 19:1

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Story: In 1975 civil war broke out in Beirut, Lebanon, as Muslims and Christians battled for control of the country. Then in January 1990, members of the Christian party began fighting with one another about whether or not they should negotiate a peace settlement with Muslim forces. Brother fought against brother, bringing ruin to their own families and homeland. 

Application: Sometimes this happens to us, when we start fighting against each other we also bring ruin to our families and friends. This is even worse when we start judging in our youth group, because we are supposed to be a place where we can be a family, especially to those who may not have one; when we fight with each other we void what we are supposed to be about.

Scripture: Romans 14:10

You then, why do you judge your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat.

Story: Shortly after I had gotten married I was getting ready to register at school, to register you have to have your bill from the last semester paid- well mine wasn’t. Joe and I were married in May, in June we were off to youth camp, and in July we were off on the youth mission’s trip; so by this time we were pretty much broke, we came back from the mission’s trip with eight dollars in our account. I had two days before registration and twenty-two hundred dollars to come up with in that time, there wasn’t anything I could do except pray. The next day we were at church and someone I had only met once before came up to me and said, “God told me to give this to you.” It was a check for five hundred dollars. Then when I was telling my Pastor about it and he and the church gave me thirteen hundred dollars. The next day one of my friends came up to me and told me they felt like they were supposed to give me something, and they gave me a check for three hundred dollars! I couldn’t believe it, God had provided for the exact amount I needed, the exact day I needed it. 

Application: It can be easier to tell someone to trust in God then doing it for ourselves sometimes, but if we are faithful to trust him, he will provide for us.

Scripture: Hebrews 10:23

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised id faithful.

Damita Freeman
Movie Illustration

1. Movie: Finding Nemo

2. Rating: G  (Scene 28. Length is about 3 minutes)

3. What happened: This is at the very end of the movie.  It is when Nemo and his dad have found each other again.  They are all hanging out with their good friend Dori and all of a sudden the dreaded fishing boat comes a long. All of these little guppie-type fish get swept up in the net.  Dori, who always seems to be getting herself into trouble winds up in the net also.  Nemo told his dad,"look if you just let me swim in there, I'll tell them all to swim down together and they will bust the net.  Well, after some hesitation, (he just lost his kid for good he thought and now he wants to leave again?!) Dad let Nemo go.  Nemo swims up into the thick of things just screaming, "Swim down together, Swim down together".  All the while, Dad is outside the net just screaming, "You can do it, Swim Together"!  Then Nemo says "See, my Dad says you can do it!"  The fish swim together and break free of the net and all is well in fish land.  

4. Application (Where to take it?):  This is an awesome way to illustrate how our Heavenly Father feels about us.  He looks down on us and sees all of our individual struggles that we face on a regular basis and says,"hey guys, swim together!  I know you can make it out of that net of your struggles. Keep swimming together!"  

No matter what you are going through, I know that if we bind together and face the problem together that we will make it through anything. The Bible says that where 2 or 3 are gathered, He is in the midst of them.  Whether it be a big test, hey they are smart people in here that can help you, a family problem, there are plenty of people you can talk to about it, or anything else at all, let us help you.  Also in  Isaiah 54, it says that those people who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles...  I know that if we swim together, we will make it.  Hey my dad says we can!

5. Scripture:

Where two or three are gathered, there I am in the midst of them. 

Isiaiah 54

"They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  They shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not grow weary. They shall walk and not faint."

Object Lesson

1. What will it take?:  You will need several wrappers from various products(i.e... hair dryer wrapper that says not to use in the bathtub, beer or cigarette wrapper that says using may cause addiction (use that one with pastoral knowledge), McDonalds Coffee Cup that says Caution! Hot!.  You get the idea, obvious warning labels that the world feels the need to place on things.)

2. Where to take it?: Talk about how some things in life are no brainers in the spiritual world as well as the physical.  Talk about how the very nature of the world around us speaks of an Invisible Creator and there is an innate need to have a relationship with that Creator.  Just like these labels that I read to you, there are no brainers that apply to us as well.  Here are some of them.  If you live evil, you will die evil and you will be evil.  What's wrong with being sexually immoral is a question that a lot of young people ask today.  Well here's an answer or 3; Guilt, Diseases, and Babies. (Gal. 5:9)  Drinking is another one. It is illegal, you can get diseases or become addicted.  It also lowers your inhibitions and can make you do things you never would have thought of doing before. (Prov. 22:31)  Jealousy is simple; You reap what you sow. (Gal. 6:7) All in all, there are a lot of other no brainers we could talk about today but the number one one in Christianity is that God loves you and wants you to be in fellowship with him. It does not matter if maybe you have messed up in one of these areas that I have spoken about in life, He still loves you!  He wants you to be in fellowship with him.  Read Romans 3:23.  We all mess up.  God knows that.  He expected it!  That does not make Him love us any less.  He still wants us to be with Him!

3. Scripture:

Romans 3:23

"For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God."

Romans 1:18

"the wrath of God is being revealed from Heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress their truth by their wickedness. 

Galatians 5:9

"a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough"

Proverbs 23:31

"Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly."

        Galatians 6:7


" Do not be deceived, God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he 

sows."

Story

1. What's the scoop?:  (As told by MTV.com)  Britney Spears married a Louisiana childhood friend Saturday morning in Las Vegas though the marriage will not make it through until Monday morning.  The 22 year old pop superstar tied the knot with Jason Allen Alexander at Little White Wedding Chapel on the strip CNN reported early Sunday (January 4th).  The couple filed for a marriage license on Saturday, according to the Las Vegas Review-Journal. On Sunday afternoon the Associated Press announced that an annulment would be filed on Monday morning.  Britney and her husband recently started dating and and they spent New Years Eve together at the Palms Casino Hotel NightClub.  The pair decided to get married on Friday night, People.com reported.  The club provided Spears with a lime-green limo driven by a hotel bellman, who took the couple to the chapel.  However, the quickie wedding joint told Spears that she could not get married without a license, so they were taken to the Clark County Marriage Bureau office at the downtown Las Vegas courthouse after 12:30 am on Saturday.  It wasn't exactly a dream wedding.  At the ceremony, Spears foresook the traditional garb in favor of jeans and a baseball cap, and she was walked down the aisle by the bellman.  Her groom wore jeans and a casual shirt.  There were no friends or family present in the chapel.  After the wedding, Spears and Alexander retired to a luxury suite at the Palms Casino Hotel and the next night Spears had dinner at the steakhouse with her brother, a couple of friends, her manager and the manager of the hotel.  Spear's reps were unavailable for comment.

2. Scripture: Proverbs 31:10-31 (read the NIV for the purpose of this).

3. Where to take it?:  The word shows us that the wife of noble character is something that is hard to find and as we just read its not something that is real evident in our culture today.  So many young girls look up to Britney and consider her a hero because no one ever tells them any different.  They think that it is the cool thing to do.  To wear the revealing clothes and do the sinful (for lack of better word) things that she does.  When asked what she thought of Britney's marriage one eight year old girl was quoted as saying that she thought it was "great".  They think this because no one tells them otherwise. There's no one out there showing them the example of the Proverbs 31 woman.  It's our job as  Christian women today to show them this example. We can do this by our clothes, mannerisms and really in a nutshell our lifestyles.  I challenge you to live this out in front of your younger sisters in the Lord. 

STEVEN FRITZ

Movie: The Emperor’s New Groove (Walt Disney Pictures)

Rating: G

Clip: Chapter 10


This clip begins with the evil characters henchman, Cronk, standing on a little bridge right after throwing a bag containing Kuzko, the empower that has been transformed into a Llama, into the stream to be dropped of a gigantic cliff. Cronk is trying to make up his mind whether to let Kuzko die or save him before he makes the plunge. Appearing on his shoulders are a miniature demon and an angel that attempt to assist Cronk in deciding. They prove to be on no help and he asks them to leave him, which they do. He finally decides to save Kuzko and the clip ends with him chasing after the bag.

Application:


There are times in life that we are all faced with choices. Whether or not we to smoke, or go to that party, or buy that CD, whatever it is, we all make choices. Usually there are plenty of people around us that think they know what we should do. Sometimes this advice is more harmful than it is helpful. Take for instance Cronk, from “The Emperor’s New Groove”, check it out… (Roll Clip)


You see sometimes the people that are trying to help us out, even if they are dressed like an angel really don’t help at all. Who is it that we think we can trust? We can Trust God to help us make those tough decisions.

Verse:

  
Philippians 1:9-11 “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight,  so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ,  filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.

Object Lesson: Biblical Editing

Materials:

 An Old Bible that can be ripped up.

Application:


I know that during my personal bible study time, I find myself coming across passages in the bible that make me step back and think. Have you ever been reading you bible and you come across something that the bible says that you are supposed to do. You know the thing that you don’t do, that you are supposed to. Or maybe the bible says that you shouldn’t be doing something you are. And when you are done reading that your life doesn’t really change. I know that we all have been guilty of that.


But if you think about that, it kind of like this. I have this bible here (hold up the old bible). You can tell that it is pretty old, and it has seen many a bible study. Now say in my bible study I read the verse in Luke 6:27, where it says I am supposed to love my enemies, but that day I was in a fight at school and have a black eye. So I decide that I am not going to love my enemy. (Rip out page in Bible that contains Luke 6:27). It’s just like me editing the Bible. Or what about me looking lustfully at a girl. I might as well rip out Matthew 5:28 (Do just that). You see when we choose to not obey what the Bible says; we deny the authority that it has.

Verse:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

Story: Personal Story “The Key”

The Story:


During a trip to New Mexico to visit my girlfriend’s mother over Christmas break I experienced one of the most stressful eighteen hours of my life. We had arrived on Christmas day at the airport, rented and car and proceeded to her mother’s house for Christmas dinner. Of course I was nervous, still apprehensive about the visit with the future in-laws that would last for six day. Christmas and the following few days went wonderfully, it had turned out to be a fantastic trip and a wonderful time of building relationships. Everything was going perfect until the night before my girlfriend and I were to fly out at 6:00 in the morning. We had driven the rental car to my girlfriend’s sister’s house to say goodbye and returned to her mother’s home around 10:00 that evening. We entered the house and began to pack. It was no more than ten minutes later that I realized the key to the rental car was no longer in my pocket. Panic ensued. For the next four hours we searched every square inch from the car in the driveway to under the couches and everywhere in between. We were even able to rule out that the key was locked in the car because one of the doors had accidentally been left open. We were dumbfounded. After contacting the rental agency, and finding out that the normal cost to replace the key would be roughly four hundred dollars, because of the computer chips placed in select keys we were frustrated and very upset. We finally decided that the rental car company would have to come and pick up the car the next day and that my girlfriend mother would have to take us to the airport. The next morning after one last search for the key left for the airport. Arriving at the airport we found unimaginably long check in and security lines. We managed to make it through security and boarded the plane a mere two minutes prior to departure time. We had arrived at the airport at the same time that we would have arrived at the car rental counter to return the car. Had we not lost the key we would have definitely missed the flight, a cost of almost three hundred dollars to rebook on later flights. Later that afternoon we contacted the rental car company to confirm that they had recovered the car. The fee for the new key and the pick up came to just over thirty dollars. The rental car key finally showed up two months later, in a spot that three of us vividly remember looking. Sometimes God hides your keys when you are not supposed to drive.

Scripture:

Psalms 37:23 “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delights in his way.”

Where to take it from here?


Sometime things that we do not understand happen. I did not understand why or how I could have lost the key, or why even when I prayed, God did not help me find those keys, but I know now that He had everything under control. God is always watching out for his own, even when you can’t see it.

Tamara Gosdin

Heart Exam

Materials: Jar or something with a lid, Small objects that will fit in the jar representing bad thing and good things we put in our lives [goofballs would work good] make it were you tell them apart.  

Illustration/Application:

Say:  How many of you listen to, watch or read things with bad stuff in them? ex. bad language, nudity, abuse, violence, self worship, witchcraft, sex acts, 

Say:  Have you ever considered what listening, watching, and reading these things does to your heart?  

Do: Take out the jar and begin putting in some of the bad stuff and good stuff.  

Say: Let’s say that this jar represents your heart.  It only has so much space to hold things.  You can only hide so many things in it before it begins to over flow.

Do: Show them that the lid will still stay on hiding what is on the inside.  Then take the lid off and continue putting in more of the objects [good and bad]. 

Say:  Some of the things you put in are good things and help you to become better Christians and some are bad things that pull you down, causing you to say or do thing that are not nice.

Do:  Keep putting objects in till it gets too full and overflows and the lid will no longer fit. [you can dump a lot of stuff in at once showing them that once it gets so full there is now no where else for it to go but out]

Say:  Just, as I can no longer keep these objects hidden in the jar.  You can only keep so much stuff hidden in you heart before you reflect it in you actions, speech and attitude.  

Scripture:

Luke 4:45 says “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”

A Story

Story:  So there is this Hero, he’s the best of the best, top of his class all that good stuff.  His name is Bob.  He lives in the world of the X Box, in the game Halo.  Bob has climbed the ranks and reached the top, he has defeated legendary all by himself.  But after a while Bob became jealous of another character Charles.  Bob would go into Charles’s game to hide health, ammo, guns, and vehicles.  Bob was tearing Charles down in every way he possibly could just so he could hold on to the High Scores without having to try and beat them himself.

Scripture:  

Ephesians 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.

Application:  

Bob is called to be a X Box hero but is he living a life worthy of a hero?

What has Bob done that makes him unworthy of being called a hero?

Have you ever meet a Christian that did not live up to the standards Jesus has set?

How did it make you feel to see them like that?

Have you ever done anything that others might see as unchristian like? 

Like Bob, Christians sometimes do things that don’t reflect Jesus and his kindness.

As a Christian Paul tells us that we are to live a life worthy of are calling.  He then goes on to explain that we are to be completely humble, patient, and we are to make every effort to keep unity between each other.  If you are living for Christ your life should be reflecting these things. 

Remember the Titans

Rating: PG

Synopsis:  The boys are split on to two different buses, offensive and defensive.  They get to camp, choose rooms, and beds.  A fight breaks out and the coach gives a speech about how he will not cut a player who give it his all.  He also calls for the to be come a perfect team one where everyone works together to get the job done.  

DVD -- Start at Ch 5 16 min. and 57 sec. End at Ch 6 20 min. and 39 sec.

VHS -- Start after the who’s you daddy talk and End right after his speech once they are at camp.

Illustration/Application: 

The Coach, Herman Boone, is trying to tell the kid that it is ok if you mess up just keep trying and you’ll get.  Even if it takes you a while I will not give up on you as long as you try.  The Coach is demanding that they do their part so they can become the best team.  

Relate this to 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, The Gifts of the Spirit.

We don’t all have to do everything but as long a each of us does our part we will be a perfect team.  Not that each of us are perfect but that by us doing are part for the team (the church body) the team becomes perfect.

Scripture: 

1 Corinthians 12:8-11


To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith b the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in tongues, and still to another the interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  

Kyle Hammond

Youth Sermon Illustration

A. Movie: 

1. Bourne Identity 

2. PG-13

3-4. The illustration relates to the whole movie. 

Jason Bourne is Government agent who loses his memory and does not remember who he is. He has all the characteristics of highly trained killer agent, but does not know how or where he got them from. He spends the whole movie trying to find out who he is from what he does for an occupation. In other words he is trying to find his identity in what he does and not in who he is as a person. As a Christians we do not find our identity in what we do, but in who we are. We are followers of Christ and, Christ tells us that our identity must be love. I John 4:7-8 tells us that God is Love and whoever loves is born of God and knows God and whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. So if we do not love others, God questions if we truly know Him. Are you loving other people? 

5. I John 4:7-8 NIV: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

B. An object lesson: “The Monkey Trap”

1. Materials Needed: 

A clear vase or something that you can fit your hand into, it has to be a tight fit. 

A piece of fruit (banana) or something that would entice a monkey.

2.  Take the vase or whatever you have and put the fruit inside of it. Squeeze your hand together and put it in the vase and grab the fruit. Now keep hold of the fruit and try to get your hand out. You can not get your hand out unless you let go of the fruit. This is how they would capture monkeys. The monkey would grab the fruit and get stuck. It would go crazy trying to get out of the trap and all it would have to do is let go of the fruit and it would be free, but it was too stupid to let go. We can be the same way as Christians sometimes. God tells us to let go but we keep holding on to the things of this world. We are trying like crazy to get closer to God and to do what he wants us to do, but we won’t let go of the fruit (or the world). God is telling us just to let go and we will be free, but we are still holding on to different things in our lives. God is telling us that this world will never satisfy us and we have to let go. Let go and let God. 

3. I John 2:15-17 NIV: Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone love the world the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world –the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes, and the boasting of what he has and does- comes not from the Father, but from the world. The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

C. A story: “Enthusiasm is Contagious”: The story of Tom Sawyer painting the fence.

1. One summer day Tom Sawyer wanted to go hang out with his friends but before he could he had to paint the fence. Now Tom did not want to do this at all. He had so many other things that he could do with his day and he did not want to spend it painting the fence, but he had to do it. Tom went outside and started painting the fence but with a bad attitude. He was grumbling under his breath and just was thinking about what a long day it was going to be. His friends were across the street playing and he just wanted to be over there with them. Then Tom had an idea. Why doesn’t he get his friends to come over and paint the fence with him. Then he thought but why would they want to do that. He didn’t even want to do it. Then he decided that he would act like he was having fun and that painting the fence was a very fun thing to do. So Tom started singing and being very enthusiastic about painting. He was telling all of his friends how fun it was. Then one of them came over and said, “Can I help paint the fence”? Tom said he didn’t know if he could let someone else do it because he was having to much fun doing it, but he decided to let him. Before he knew it all of his friends had come over one by one and Tom wasn’t even painting the fence anymore. All of his friends that were playing came over and were painting the fence for Tom. 

2. 2 Corn. 9:2 NIV: For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action.

3. You see Tom had to change his attitude and get enthusiastic about what he was doing and other people got excited about it and started doing it with him. This is the same thing with Christianity. If we want people to do as we are doing we have to be excited and enthusiastic about it. We have to have a positive attitude about what we are doing and others will join in with us, because enthusiasm is contagious. It can stir others into action. 

Movie Illustration

Movie: Never Been Kissed

Rating: PG13

Clip:  This is the clip where (Drew Berrymore) reveals that she is a reporter not a 

high school student after winning prom queen.  She then goes on to give a speech about all the cliques in high school and how they are pointless and that it means nothing.  She then defends her “dorky” friend and says that she was the only person who would be nice to her before she became “popular”. 

Illustration: Just as Drew Berrymore’s character realized after being an adult that 

she was wonderful being just who she was created to be, God wants to show you the same thing.  Being “popular” and in the “in crowd” is ultimately pointless.  God made you to be yourself, not like everyone else.  It took Josie 25 years of her life to finally realize that what people think of you does not matter as much as she thought it does.  We must live for an audience of only one.  You will never get to a point in your life where everyone will like you, so you must only live to please the lord by just being who you were wonderfully and carefully made to be.

Scripture: You were fearfully and wonderfully made.

Object Lesson

Materials:  Clear glass of water half full and a pitcher of water and something 

high to have it sitting on.

Illustration: 
Being filled with the Holy Spirit can be illustrated by this glass of water.  When you are saved, the Holy Spirit (being the water in  the glass) is already in you.  However, when you are filled with the Holy Spirit to overflowing (pour the water and let it start flowing over the top of the glass), the Holy Spirit that is in you is not filling you up until it starts to come out of you.  And when the Holy Spirit comes out of you it is shown to us by speaking in tongues and having more power to witness.    

Scripture: Acts 2:1-6  On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus resurrection, the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in the skies above them where they were meeting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them.  And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them the ability.

ILLUSTRATIVE STORY

Story:
Booker T. Washington, the renowned black educator.  Shortly after 

he took over the presidency of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, he was walking in 

an exclusive section of town when he was stopped by a wealthy white woman.  

Not knowing the famous Mr. Washington by sight, she asked if he would like to 

earn a few dollars by chopping wood for her.  Because he had no pressing 

business at the moment, Professor Washington smiled, rolled up his sleeves, 

and proceeded to do the humble chore as she had requested.  When he was 

finished, he carried the logs into the house and stacked them by the fireplace.  A 

little girl recognized him and later revealed his identity to the lady.

The next morning the embarrassed woman went to see Mr. Washington in his office at the Institute and apologized profusely.  “It’s al right, Madam,” he replied.  “Occasionally, I enjoy a little manual labor.  Besides, it’s always a delight to do something for a friend.”  She shook his hand warmly and assured him that his meek and gracious attitude had endeared him and his work to her heart.   Not long afterward she showed her admiration by persuading some wealthy acquaintances to join her in donating thousands of dollars to the Tuskegee Institute.

Illustration:
This is such an incredible example of a man showing forth something that many of us know very little about at times, and that is humility.  Booker T. Washington definitely had reason to not want to chop that wood for that lady, by the worlds standards anyway.  I am sure he was dressed very nicely and had other things to do the rest of that day, but he was so humble that he served this lady in humility.  He did not even care that she did not recognize him.  He did not ask her if she knew who he was.  He simply picked up the ax and started chopping.  That is true humility.  We should all learn to live by 1 Peter 5:5-6.

Scripture:  I Peter 5:5-6  Serve each other in humility, for God sets himself against the proud, but  he shows favor to the humble.

And that is what happened to Booker T. Washington.  After he showed himself to be humble, he was shown favor by being given thousands of dollars. 

RICARDO HERNANDEZ

Illustration 1

Movie Clip

i. The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King

ii. Rating:  R

iii. Synopsis:  In this, one of the final scenes of the trilogy, we find Frodo Baggins at the end of his strenuous journey that has nearly cost him his very life.  He has struggled with the task that has been entrusted to him, to destroy the ring of power.  Some of the many trials he has had to endure include physical toil and obstacles, the discouragement and even impeding efforts of countless outsiders trying to deter him from accomplishing his goal, and the struggle of trying to overcome self-defeat.  There have even been moments when Frodo has lost all sense of focus and faith as to why he is doing what he has been doing.  Nonetheless, he finally reaches Mount Mordor but is too tired to continue in his path due to the trials he has encountered throughout his trek to this point.  However, in order to fulfill his very destiny he has to muster up all the strength that is within him and finish his task.  And he does.

iv. Like Frodo, each of you have been entrusted with a task, appointed by God himself, which only you can fulfill.  It is your responsibility to see this task fulfilled, whatever it might be, be it to preach the word of God from behind a pulpit, establish churches in a remote third-world village in Indonesia, or to faithfully witness to your patients as you tend to their dentistry needs.  You have a specific role to play in the kingdom of God.  However, I must advise you that it will not be an easy road.  You will face trials of all shapes and sizes along your path to obeying God.  There will be obstacles, people will try to discourage you by saying, “You can never do that,” and you will grow weary and become disappointed within yourself.  Whatever the case, you must press on.  You cannot and should not give up.  Fortunately, you can rest assured that you are not alone.  God will give you the strength.  It will be through him that you will be empowered to fulfill your destiny.  You must simply not lose faith and get your focus back in perspective.

v. Scripture:  Philippians 3: 12-14

a. (12) Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  (13) Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one thing I do:  Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, (14) I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Youth Illustration 2

i. Materials:  three cell phones

ii. Pointers:  

a. make sure two of the three phones have had ample time to be turned on and off periodically throughout a period of a couple of days prior to this illustration.  The third phone should not be turned off for the same period of time at all.  This is to ensure that the first two phones are able to be on-line with the server being used, while the third phone begins to lose contact with its server.

b. Hold up two of the three cell phones (one good and one bad) and ask if any are familiar with text-messaging.  Obviously, the young people will be.  Then begin by explaining that all the phones are connected with an antenna/satellite that has been set up by a particular server/company.  Two of your phones have had ample time to be turned off and on throughout the week, while the third phone has been constantly on, not allowing it to maintain clear contact with its satellite.  You then proceed to explain that you will try to text-message one of the “good” phone with the “bad” phone.  Obviously you don’t tell them you have labeled them as such.  While text messaging works instantly within a matter of seconds, the young people will notice that the other phone has not received the message sent by the “good” phone (and in fact it won’t).  You then explain that when a phone has not had ample time to maintain a clear connection with its satellite (which occurs when you don’t turn off a cell phone periodically to ensure it can “re-connect” if you will with its satellite) it does not function properly.  The phone loses its effectiveness if it does not remain in contact with its satellite.  You then proceed to pull out the third “good” phone and go through the same process of text messaging the second good phone.  This time it will work instantly because both phones have had ample time to stay connected with their satellite due to resting time allowed by turning them off periodically.  You explain to them that when a phone is allowed to stay connected with its satellite (source of strength/power/effectiveness) it is able to perform its functions properly that it would not be able to otherwise.

c. The same is true for us as children of God.  We are a part of Christ.  Christ is our vine/satellite.  He is our source of strength/power/effectiveness.  When we don’t allow ourselves time to stay connected to the vine, which is Christ, we lose our ability to function properly as his people.  This resting time we need is provided by when we take the time to be alone with Him during our “off” times away from everything else.  We need time to spend alone with Christ in private devotions that consist of prayer, reading his word, and even fasting.  If we don’t take this time to “rest” in his presence and in essence reconnect with him, we lose our effectiveness.  We must remain connected to Christ.

iii. Scripture:  John 15:1-4

a. I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.  You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

Youth Illustration 3

i. Story:

a. Once upon a time, there was a little boy the other children called Sparky, after a comic strip horse named Sparkplug.  Even though the boy hated that nickname he could never shake it.  School was difficult for Sparky.  He failed every subject in the eighth grade.  He flunked physics in high school.  He also flunked Latin, algebra, and English.  He didn’t do much better in sports either.  He made the school’s golf team, but his poor play ended up costing his team the championship.  Throughout his youth, Sparky was a loser socially as well.  He was astonished if a classmate even said hello outside of school.  Nonetheless, Sparky didn’t let being a loser bother him that much; he just decided to make it through life without worrying about what other people thought of him.  On the bright side, Sparky had a hobby.  He loved cartoons, and he like drawing his own cartoons.  Even though no one else thought they were any good he submitted some cartoons to the school yearbook, but they were rejected.  Sparky kept on drawing anyway.  He even dreamed of being an artist for Walt Disney.  After high school, he wrote a letter to Walt Disney Studios inquiring about job opportunities.  He received a form letter requesting samples of his artwork.  Sparky sent off some of his work.  Unfortunately the next time Sparky heard from Walt Disney Studios again, they informed him there was no job for him.  Sparky was disappointed but not surprised.  In a weird way, he thought, his life was kind of funny.  He tried telling his own life story in cartoons—a childhood full of the misadventures of a little boy loser, a chronic underachiever.  This cartoon character has now become known by the whole world.  This boy of lifelong rejection was Charles Monroe “Sparky” Schultz—creator of the “Peanuts” comic strip and the little boy loser whose kit never flies:  Charlie Brown.

ii. Like “Sparky”  we too will face many disappointing times.  There will be days in our lives, or even seasons of days, when you and I will feel as if though we are of no value.  Our lives are worthless.  Nonetheless we must not lose heart.  The greatest sin we can commit is to doubt in the purpose of God’s creation.  You too may be feeling like that right now.  You may be wondering why God even created you.  Nonetheless, we have no right to question God’s design.  Instead, we must realize that in everything God is molding us.  

iii. Scripture:

a. James 1:2 – 4

i. Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

ISRAEL NAVARRETTE

DragonBall Piccolo Jr. Saga



Rated TV14

Synopsis:
Goku, the child star of the cartoon, had recently defeated his arch enemy known as King Piccolo. He was exhausted and weary from his battle and sought out the magic Sensor Beans from Korin the Watch Tower Cat. Upon arriving he was promoted for being so courageous and was allowed to travel up to be trained by the Guardian of the Earth who was named Kami. Upon arrival, he discovered that Kami looked identical to King Piccolo. He attempted to attack his new Sensei and was quickly defeated. Kami proceeded to tell Goku why He and King Piccolo were identical. He told Goku that he and King Piccolo used to be one and the same entities. He told of his encounter with the first Guardian of the Earth. He said, “I was sure that I was supposed to be the next in line for being the Guardian of the Earth, but the current guardian said no. He sent me away without even an explanation as to why I was not chosen. It was then that I realized why. It turned out that I had a dark and evil side capable of destroying the earth and eventually the entire universe. I quickly learned how to dispose of the evil within and so an identical replica of me was expelled from my body. The result was King Piccolo. I was then able to take over as the Guardian of the Earth. The Old Guardian knew I was capable of the task, but he also knew what else I was capable of and he saw what was in my heart as opposed to what was in my mind.”

As adults, we sometimes have a funny way of looking at things. We may have a slight judgmental attitude, but God is no respecter of man and He weighs what is in a person’s heart.

Illustration:
Leumas was a noble and peaceful man. He was messenger of the King of the Universe. Sometimes he delivered good news to the people of the earth and sometimes he delivered bad news to them. People everywhere feared him because his presence demanded respect. The Earth was appointed a guardian named Luas; however lately he was not pleasing the King so he decided to replace him. He told Leumas to appoint another man as the new Guardian of the Earth. He sent him on his way looking for a man named Essej. He told him that one of Essej’s sons would make a suitable replacement for Luas. As Essej proudly presented Leumas with his sons he kept telling Essej that they were not the chosen ones. Finally Leumas said, “Do you have another son whom I can see?” Essej said, “Yes Davey. He’s but a child playing around with his petting zoo animals. They sent for Davey and Leumas anointed him as the new heir to the Guardianship of the Earth. When Essej questioned his assurance, Leumas answered, “This is whom the King has chosen.”

The Above story was a play on the real life happenings of Samuel the prophet. He was sent to the house of Jesse to anoint a new king. Jesse’s sons were passed in front of him and each was rejected, except for one. David, the youngest was chosen by God Himself to be the new King of Israel. You can read the story in 1st Samuel 16:1-13. 

 “But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.

Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.’”

1st Samuel 16:7
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What You Will Need:

2 Double D Batteries
Flash Light (Bulb only)






Duct Tape


Water
Foil






Bowl



Salt

Towel


Add the water in to the bowl, put that aside for now. Tape the batteries together and make sure that the positive is touching the negative, put this aside for now. Cut a piece of foil approximately 4 inches by the length of the foil. Fold the foil in half both ways to make a 2 inch by 6 inches. Make a 1 inch fold at the top and secure it to the positive side of the batteries. (Make sure that the foil is cleared at the top so nothing obstructs it.) Hold the batteries in to the bowl of water. Make sure the bottom of the foil doesn’t touch the bottom of the batteries, but rather hangs into the water about an inch away from the batteries. Ask for an assistant for the next part of the illustration. Have your helper hold the light bulb to the top of the foil on the batteries and hold it securely. The light will not turn on and there will be no shocking. With you free hand, get the salt and slowly put the salt into the water. As more salt is placed into the water the light will begin to illuminate. Have some one shut he lights off and watch as the light get brighter with the salt making a great conductor of electricity.

Illustration:
Pretend this room represents the whole universe. This bowl represents the earth. This water represents people of every country nationality, and race. We are commanded by Jesus to be salt of the earth, so the salt represents us Christians. I am going to place the batteries into the water carefully not letting the foil touch the bottom of the batteries. Pedro, will you help me a second? Put this bulb on top of the foil, don’t worry it won’t shock you. Notice that the light isn’t working? Juanita, turn out the lights please. Notice how dark the universe is. The world has no light in it and you we can’t see much of anything. Now, as Jesus commanded us to be the salt of the world, watch what happens when I start adding the Christians into the world. The salt acts as a conductor of the electricity and Voila! Let our lights shine! Another command Jesus gives us, is to be the light in the world.

Separated these things are useless and ready to be trashed. But when you place them in order correctly, they become a working object. Jesus commanded us to be the salt and light of the earth. He also said that when we are unproductive that we are useless, instead we should let our lights shine so the people everywhere can honor our Father in Heaven.

“You are the salt of the earth.

But if the salt looses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?

It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.

You are the light of the world.

A city on a hill cannot be hidden.

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.

Instead they put it on a stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.

In the same way, let your lights shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.

Matthew 5:13-16
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The Tale of the Proud 

and the Humble

The following is based on an actual account; however the names and story line has been changed to protect the innocent. I am a third party witness to the proceedings and as such, I feel compelled to share my experience with you. Whoever reads this and knows where I come from, will know of whom I am talking about.

Once there was a man by the name of Gary Owens. He was well known and respected. All who knew him enjoyed his sense of humor, even though it could be compared to Gallagher or Jones S. Doyle. Gary was an artist, and his reputation preceded him. Even people who had never met him had a sense of respect for him. One day, he was touring a local museum of fine arts and they happened to have been signing people up for a raffle of a fine new piece of art. A man approached him and asked if he would like to sign up. Gary answered, “No Thank you, I am just here observing.” “What have you got to loose” Asked the man. “You could walk out if here with a fine piece of art for just signing up.” “Well Okay” replied Gary. “Great! What your Name?” “Gary Owens.” With that, the man took a step back. “Wow! I am in the presence of greatness!” The man said with a look of awe and wonder on his face. “No please, I am just a man. I am no one special, I am just a fellow artist” protested Gary.

Now the way I saw it, Gary could have responded in two very different ways. He could have become an arrogant self indulged buffoon, or, he could have responded the way he did. I want to share a quick paraphrased Bible account with you. The Passage is found in Acts chapter 12.

Herod was the king of all Israel. He arrested several Christians and put them to death because they were teaching “false” doctrines. Several of the Jews were pleased with what he was doing so he began arresting more and more Christians. Peter was one of the Christian Herod had arrested, but an angel of the Lord came and rescued him. Herod was angered at Peter’s disappearance that had all the guards killed. Later as he was addressing the people of Israel they began chanting that Herod was not a man, but rather, a god. Herod was pleased with this saying and he didn’t give God His props. God sent an angel to strike Herod down and he was eaten by worms and died.

I was able to compare what I saw with several verses concerning the proud and the humble. Galatians 6:3 says, “If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.” Matthew 5:5 says, “Blessed are the meek (humble), for they will inherit the earth.” And finally, James 4:6 deals with both at once and it says, “But he gives us more grace. That is why scripture says, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’”

Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God.

Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

2 Corinthians 3:4-6

Kirby B. Neely

Movie Clip Illustration

Title: Bruce Almighty PG13

Synopsis: Bruce (Jim Carrey) broke up with his girlfriend (Jennifer Anniston) after God challenged him to be God so God could take a vacation. In this clip Bruce (as God) attempts to make his girlfriend love him. Despite being endowed with all of God’s Power and trying really hard (with some crazy facial expressions and gestures) Bruce fails. Bruce travels to where his girlfriend teaches Kindergarten and meets her outside on a playground. Bruce pleads for her to take him back then attempts to force her to love him with all his powers. Of course, God made one parameter when he gave Bruce his power: Bruce could not mess with free will. Bruce explains God’s plan of free will and faith in a meaningful manner. 

Application:

God’s plan for salvation is simple. He loves you very much and he respects you very much. Now, I love my wife, right? Now, have you guys ever loved someone and not had your love returned? 

When I was your age, I used to decide that I loved someone so much right? I would hang out with them, buy them stuff, and do everything I could to show them that I love them and respect them. But I had quite a few times when the love was not returned! I gave a girl a whole load of chocolate one valentines day and she took it and never even thanked me for it!  

I love my wife, because I choose to. In my wife’s wedding ring there is an inscription it reads: “I choose today to love you”. Well this means a lot to both of us because we know that love is a decision. Now if I told my wife that she had to love me or I would kill her, would that mean as much? What if I forced her some other way through blackmail or something? Would her love even be real? No! Love is a choice. Here’s a guy who thought Love could be forced!

SHOW CLIP

God designed his plan of salvation the same way. Now God is all-powerful. He can do anything he wants right? Right. But he chose to love you and he also chose to respect you. He could make you love him, but he chooses to respect you. To give you the choice, because it means more that way. The Bible says: 

John 3:16- “For God so loved the world that he gave his Son, so that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

Now, there are 2 elements of this verse to be noted: God loves you, and he respects your choice. God Choose to Love you Today, Did you choose to love him?

Object Lesson:

Materials: A Brand New CD. This CD must have an interesting looking case and an interesting CD face design. It would be best to buy a CD that you are familiar with so you can leave it packaged up for a better effect. Also, it would be cool to give the CD away after you use it. Also a CD case.

Pointers: We have 3 services at the church I currently work at on a Sunday morning. I used Thousand Foot Krutch’s New CD: Phenomenon. It has an interesting cover that I scanned into my PowerPoint so it could be projected large enough for everyone to see. I cut the end off the cellophane and neatly pulled the CD out, so each service it looked brand New. 

The Idea of this illustration is that the Bible is not for decorative purposes, it is a tool and should be used like one. 

Pull the CD out and begin to tell the teenagers how cool it looked sitting on the shelf. Proceed by explaining how you bought it just because of how cool it looked and you thought it would be a great addition to your CD case. Open the CD up and put it in your CD case. Hold up your case and ask them if it doesn’t look cool. 


Now ask the teenagers if that seemed like a good reason to buy a CD. Ask them why they buy CDs. The response will be something to the effect of: “To use them”. To listen to them, right?


Next read 2 Timothy 3:16- All scripture is useful and profitable for teaching…”. Explain that the CD thing is completely stupid, but many Christians do the exact same thing with their Bible. They have a valuable tool. A tool that is useful and profitable, yet many of us never even crack our Bibles open. Our bibles stay zipped in their cover until Wednesday or Sunday and the rest of the week they sit on our nightstand. Our Bibles are the Word of God meant to be read, applied and studied, not as decoration or the perfect addition to a Sunday morning outfit! That is as foolish as buying a CD because it will be a cool addition to the CD case!!!

A Story:


Doug Henry was a mediocre professional Motocross racer. He grew up in Connecticut and he was completely factory sponsored, so he got paid to race and made a career out of riding motorcycles, but hadn’t won the national championship, something that all motocross riders dreamed of. He rode in the 125 class on a 125cc motorcycle for a lot of his career, which was a motorcycle with a small motor, but it was a full size bike. In 1993 and 1994, Doug won the 125 class national Motocross championship. This was a great accomplishment for Doug, but most riders move up to the 250 class and 250 national championship was a real accomplishment. In 1995 Doug moved up to the 250cc class. He was racing at a national motocross race at a track called Bud’s Creek and his throttle got stuck right before a jump. I watched this race and it was so freaky because all the other riders are jumping what looks like 10 or 15 feet off the ground and Doug goes sailing at least 50 feet off the ground. The television footage of this crash made it one of the most famous motorcycle crashes in television history. Well, Doug broke his back that day and was rushed to the hospital for surgery. He had to be operated on and was left with a hideous scar that traversed down his back. In 1996, Doug returned to motocross racing with a fused spine. He didn’t do so well on a 250cc motorcycle and for the next 2 seasons he struggled to make a recovery. But he did recover. I would like to read an excerpt from an online magazine about Henry’s 1998 season.  In 1998, the rules had been changed for a new type of motorcycle so it could be raced. The motor was completely different, but it polluted less, so American Motorola Association made special rules so this motorcycle could compete. The factories did not put their best riders on these prototype motorcycles, but some of their underdogs. They would not want to put the people who were winning on the other bikes on these new prototype bikes to risk loosing. Well, Doug Henry wasn’t doing so well and got put on one of these new motorcycles to compete the whole season. Let me read the Article concerning his season as an underdog on this Motorcycle in 1998:

“Henry took the podium four times over the course of the 250cc Supercross season and had four additional top-five finishes over the course of the season. He captured his first AMA 250cc National title, with five overall wins and an additional four podium finishes...Henry never finished outside the motocross overall top-five... first rider to win an AMA National Motocross title aboard a four stroke -- the Yamaha YZF400... rode for Team Yamaha” Found at: http://www.amaproracing.com/archive/00sxmx/RIDERS/RIDERBIO/DHENRY.HTM
Henry won the season that year in the 250 class and was the national champion. He beat all odds in the first year that these prototype motorcycles were allowed and he did it all after his horrific wreck in 1995. I have this poster in my office: (Sold for $10 @ 

http://shop.foxracing.com/product.asp?catalog%5Fname=Extras&category%5Fname=Posters%2FCalendars%2FBooks%5F88&product%5Fid=92042&On%5FSale=0)

It is a picture of Doug. In the corner (not seen in this picture) the poster says: “What’s Stopping you?” I have added a small sticky note to remind myself of what is stopping me: ME! The only thing between God’s awesome plan for your life is: YOU! Paul struggled with the same battle.

Scripture Reference: 1 Cor 9:24-27 “ Do you know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do not get a crown that will last forever. Therefore I do not run aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating in the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

Jason Sina

OBJECT LESSON

Title:  “Where Are You Going?”

Prepare Ahead

Things that will be needed is a full size casket and a mirror that will fit inside the casket.

· After Praise and Worship when the lights are down and you are praying have a sponsor wheel in the casket and put it in the front.  Have each student walk past it and look inside.  They will see themselves in the mirror on the inside of the casket.

Revelation 20:11-15- “Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated

on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”  

Illustration:

There will come a day when each of us are going to have to stand in front of the Lord and we are going to be judged by the works we have done.  When judgment takes place where will you spend eternity?

I. When you die you will have to stand before the Lord and He will go through your life journal and see the works that you did while you were alive.  What will He see?

II. After all of your works have been reviewed will he be able to say “Welcome my Good and faithful Servant.”… or will He say, “I Do Not Know You.”  Only you hold your future in your hands!

Type of Learner: Visual

MOVIE ILLUSTRATION

Movie: Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas

Rating: PG

Synopsis:
The Grinch is an outcast who was teased as a child during Christmas by several mean kids, especially one specific kid who grew up to be the mayor of Whoville. As a result, the Grinch hates Christmas, and over the years has let his opinion be known. The whole town now equally despises The Grinch to the extent that his name isn't even to be uttered during the holiday season.

A young girl named Cindy Lou saw something in the Grinch that no one else could see. And she felt something that no one else felt for the Grinch - Compassion. In this scene Cindy plans to act on her compassion at the annual "Whobilation" festival where the town gets together annually to nominate the "Whoville Holiday Cheermeister."
Start the clip at chapter 7. The scene starts with Cindy Lou telling her father about her plans to act on her compassion and "do something drastic." 
End the scene at the end of chapter 7. (App. 3.5 minutes long).

Delivery: Cindy Lou had compassion for the Grinch.  Although everyone else wanted nothing to do with him she wanted to do something for him and in the end it paid off.  How many of you know John 3:16 by memory? Does anyone know John 3:17? It basically says that Jesus came into the world, not to condemn it, but to save it. The world doesn't need another critic, another person pointing their finger at others ... the world needs people of compassion willing to act on their convictions and make a difference in someone's life. Your school is full of people who cut others down and make them feel alone and rejected. But how many people do you know that walk around building others up? I challenge you today not to be like everyone else, instead of dragging someone down have compassion and build someone up.  Be like Cindy Lou and do something drastic!

Scripture: Matthew 9:36 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Luke 19:1-10 
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner ...'"

Type of Learner: Auditory/Visual

Story Illustration

Personal Story: About three summers ago my little brother, who was seven at the time, and I were driving home from his doctor’s appointment when this car in front of me slammed on his brakes and when I slammed on mine it was too late so I hit him.  However, before I hit the car in front of me I slung my arm over my little brother so that he would not go forward and get hurt by the seatbelt that was across him.  I pinned him against the seat right before the impact.  At first he was scared until the police got there and he was able to sit inside the police car and see everything inside of the car.


The next day my little brother was telling the story to a friend of mine and he was telling him how I slung my arm around him and saved his life because he could have died if my arm was not there to protect him.  To us this sounds funny but when he tells the story you do not laugh because he is as serious as can be.  He truly believed that I saved his life.

Scripture: John 3:16-17

Application: Just like my little brother thought I saved his life, I am here today to tell you about someone that died just to give you life.  Jesus died on the cross for each and every one of our sins so that we could live.  Jesus has so much love for us that he took our sins upon the cross and died for us.  Jesus died and saved your life!

Type of Learner: Auditory  

Joe Skeens

TITLE: Bruce Almighty

RATING: PG-13

A BREIF SYNOPSIS OF THE CLIP:


Bruce has just been caught by is girlfriend kissing another woman. She storms off angry and says that it is over. He tries to get her to stay, but she drives off. God then shows up and He and Bruce begin to talk. Bruce asks God if his girlfriend grace will take him back. God says, “Would you take you back?” Bruce frustrated says, “How are you supposed to get someone to love you without affecting free will?” God says, “Welcome to my world. If you find an answer to that one you let me know.” Grace wakes up the next day and from the very beginning Bruce is giving her signs that she should forgive him. He even spells it out in the sky for her. Bruce shows up again to ask for her forgiveness, but she refuses. He tries to force her with her powers, but it doesn’t work. 

EXPLAINATION OF THE ILLISTRATION :


Bruce had been given all of God’s powers. He had used them to the best of his ability to get grace to love him. He gave her sign after sign, but it came down to the fact that he couldn’t control her free will. He did all he could do, but it wasn’t enough to make her love him.

APPLICATION:


Although Bruce doesn’t represent God perfectly (God would never cheat on us,) we can apply this truth, that like Bruce pursues the love of Grace so God pursues us. Like Bruce, neither can God affect our free will. This is a choice He gives us. He has chosen you. Now you have to choose Him…out of your own free will. Rev. 3: 20 “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” 

Hole in the Heart Object Lesson

Materials needed:


1) One block of ice


2) One propane powered portable stove


3) A pot


4) 2 or 3 jars of Play Do


5) A circular saw (Optional)


6) Drill with a very large drill bit


7) A plastic tub


8) Extension cord

Directions: 


Take one block of ice and use a circular saw to cut it into the shape of a heart. Use vice grips to hold it into place. Cut the bottom of the heart so that it is flat and can sit up. This part is optional. The illustration can be done without cutting into a heart shape. It just makes it cooler.  


Set two small pieces of wood inside the plastic tub parallel to each other about a foot apart so the water has a place to drain. Set the block of ice in the plastic tub on top of a table where everyone can see or have every one come forward and set it on the floor. Begin to boil water with the gas powered stove at the beginning so that it is boiling by the time you get to the illustration. Have your drill plugged in. You will be using it in during the illustration.

Illustration and application:


“All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.”-Ecclesiastes 1:8. This particular passage was written by Solomon. Now you have probably learned in Sunday school that Solomon was the wisest and riches king ever to live. Solomon had every material thing that he could wish for and yet it couldn’t bring him happiness. In the end he said that it was “wearisome.” He had money and he had women. He had power and he had riches, yet it wasn’t meaningful to him. It wasn’t enough to fill the emptiness he had in side. You see we all have some emptiness inside. In fact we are all born with a hole in our heart so to speak. (Take out the drill and begin to drill the whole in the ice all the way through to the bottom.) This isn’t a bad thing. God created us this way knowing that there is only one thing that can fill this emptiness. The problem is that humans make the same mistake that Solomon did and we try to fill the hole with the things of this world. But let me show you what happens when you try to do that. (Take the pot off of the stove.) We try to fill the emptiness with things, girlfriends or boyfriends, toys, sex, drugs, alcohol etc. (Begin to pour the water into the hole until it starts to melt away the ice and drain out the bottom into the tub.) But as you can see this water is making the hole bigger. The eye never has enough seeing. The ear never has enough hearing. Our flesh will never be satisfied. The more we try to satisfy it the more it wants and the more it takes to satisfy it. But we were not created to hunger and thirst for the things of this world. Instead the bible says in Matthew 5:6 “Blessed is he who hungers and thirsts after righteousness for he shall be filled.” (Take out the play do.) This is God’s righteousness. This is his perfect plan for your life. (Begin to stuff the play do into the whole in the ice.) There is nothing more fulfilling than having a relationship with God and being in the will of God. Doing what he wants you to do.

Hot Coal Story


There was a man who began attending a certain pastor’s church. One day the man just stopped going for no apparent reason. The pastor called and left many messages, but the man never returned his calls. One cold day in January the pastor paid the man a visit. The Pastor knocked on the door and the man answered and invited him in. The pastor came in without saying a word. “Have a seat” said the man. He sat down next to the fire place still not saying a ward. It was starting to feel a little awkward for the man as he watched the pastor sitting the silent just staring at the fire place. Suddenly the pastor stood up and walked over to the fire place. He grabbed the prongs and began to stir all of the glowing embers. He pulled one out and set it on the hearth. The two of them just sat there staring at the red ember neither one of them saying a word. The watched it as it began to cool down and slowly lose its glow until it was entirely black and cold. The man fidgeting around in his chair stood up. “Pastor” he said. “I get your point. I’ll see ya next Sunday.”


And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.-Heb. 10:24-25  

It is important for Christians to fellowship with the body of Christ. The bible says that we are to meet together. If we separate ourselves from the body of Christ then like the embers we will grow cold. We need the “heat” of fellow believers to keep us accountable and to “spur each other on toward love and good deeds.” 

Justin Billingsley

Movie Illustration

Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade

Rating: PG13

Scripture: John 14:5-7

The Clip:

Indiana Jones has set out to save his father after his disappearance while search for the cup Christ had used at the last supper. Toward the end of the movie Indiana, his father, and two of their friends are trying to prevent the Nazis from getting the grail. They get captured and Indiana’s father is shot. In order to save his father, Indiana must go through three obstacles and get the grail so his father can drink from it and be healed. 

Once he has found the place where the grail is located the he must choose from a number of cups in order to find the correct one. The bad guy chooses first. The old man who is protecting the cup tells him that “Chose wisely. While the true grail brings you life, the false grail will take it from you”. The bad guy chooses wrong and grows really old really fast.  Indiana chooses the correct one and saves his father.

Application:

In that video clip, the characters had to make a decision. They had to pick out the real grail or cup from all of the fake ones. As you could see in the video clip, only one of the cups could bring life and all of the other cups lead to death. This illustrates what Jesus is telling us in John 14:5-7. Jesus Christ is the only way to be saved from death. In this world there are so many people choosing the wrong cups and dying without even realizing it. They try other religions, drugs, sex, or whatever in order to find that happiness or satisfaction. But Christ tells us that all of this leads to distruction.

Scripture:

Thomas said, “Master, we have no idea where you are going. How do you expect us to know the road?”

Jesus said, “I am the Road, also the Truth, also the Life. No one gets to the Father apart from me. If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him. You’ve even seen him!”

John 14:5-7 The Message

Object Lesson

Preparation needed: This is to go along with a sermon or lesson on sin. The only supplies that you need are scissors and some regular string.

Illustration & Application:

Read Hebrews 12:1

Do: Get a volunteer from the youth group to come forward.

Say: In this passage we are warned that sin can entangle us.

Do: Have the student put their hands together in front of them. Then take the string and go once around their hands. Once around, cut the string and tie it in a knot.

Say: Now __________(Student’s name) just got caught in sin. He thought it looked alright so he tried it out. Now _________ is rapped in this “little” sin. OK _______ try to get out. (The string should break easily). This time he got out of it easily.

Do: Now have the student put their hands back together. As you speak, start rapping their hands again. Continue to do so until it is obvious that he will not be able to get loose.

While rapping Say: Unfortunately most times we don’t get out of sin soon enough to get out of it by ourselves. We keep on enjoying the sin for a while. We have fun  and always think that we’re fine and can get out whenever we want. But soon we see that it is no longer fun and we are caught up in more than we can handle. Now______ try to get loose. You’re stuck? How come you were able to get out before.

Scripture: Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Hebrews 12:1 NIV

Story Illustration

I am reminded of a girl I knew in junior high. Her mom had been my teacher for a couple of years at the small private school I went to. Me and her daughter were friends. Her dad got a job offer in another town that was 2 hours from were we lived and it was a great opportunity so he took it. I remember her being nervous about leaving and starting at a new school, but she was also excited. She was a young girl in love with the Lord and she was excited because there was no Christian club at here knew school and she had plans to start one. She had great plans. I lost touch with her.

About three years passed when I heard that her mom, one of my former teachers had been murdered. The daughter had started compromising and got involved with the wrong crowd. She gave into the gradual pressures on her life. Which lead her to take her fathers gun out of his closet and shoot her own mother.

Application:
A lot of the time we start out great. Devotions everyday. Prayer for thirty minutes or an hour. But we get busy and the first thing we drop is our time with God. We start out trying to follow God’s will for our life but then the things of this world seem to catch us up. The Lord wants us to stay in His will and be in love with Him.

Scripture:

Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou has left thy first love. 

Revelations 2:4 KJV

Trisha Waggerman

A. A video

1. The Lion King

2. G

3. Simba, a lion cub, is to take his place as king when his father dies. When that time comes Simba runs from his duties as king to live his own life. Do his own thing. Simba is afraid of his past so he hides from his future. When Nala leaves the colony to find help, she finds Simba, her best friend from childhood. It takes Nala, Rafiki (the baboon), and a vision from his father to get Simba back to where he is supposed to be, and do what he is supposed to do. 

4. Simba lost his father at a very young age, but that didn’t change who he was destined to become. Simba got lost, but his father was able to show him and remind him of who he was, “You are my son”. Simba returns to Pride Rock to fulfill his purpose in the “circle of life”. 

5. “I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you should be afrid of a man who will die, and of the son of a man who will be made like grass? And you forget the Lord your Maker, who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the earth; you have feared continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, when he has prepared to destroy. And where is the fury of the oppressor? And I have put my words in your mouth; I have covered you with the shadow of My hand, That I may plant the heavens, lay the foundations of the earth, and say to Zion, ‘You are My ppeople.’” Isaiah 53:12,13,16

B. Object lesson

1. clay, water, pottery machine

2. Illustration: Hand out pieces of clay. Ask the students to make an object that represents them or their relationship with God. While they are making their piece the instructor is making a pot with the machine. Application: no one is beyond the reach of God that He cannot shape them, mold them or form them if they are willing. Sometimes the potter has to break or remold the pot to make what the potter wants it or designed it to be. 

3. But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ “Does not he potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? Romans 9:20-21.Yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand. Isaiah 64:8

C. The didjeridu

1. An Australian Aboriginal legend-This story is about three men who took a walk in the wilderness and it came time to sleep, so the men gathered wood to stay warm through the night. As the men were putting wood on the fire, one man noticed a hollow piece of wood. He also noticed insects crawling all over that piece of wood. The two guys wanted to burn the piece of wood to stay warm through the night and the third guy would not allow them to burn the insects. So he spent the evening hours picking the insects one by one off the wood and into the palm of his hand. After that was done, he realized his purpose in life. So the put all the insects back into the log. He lifted the log and put the log up to his lips and blew. The termites did not fall to the ground the rose, higher and higher until the black sky was covered with what looked like stars today. As he continued to blow in the piece of wood it sounded like a brand new lullaby, and this instrument their friend had made was good. The didjeridu is a sacred instrument that brings healing and goodness. 

2. “It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ,…he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone”. Ephesians 1:11. 

 God knows what he is doing. When we can’t see the big picture; God can. Most likely we can’t handle the big picture. We are like the termites, we have a purpose to be used by God. God wants to use us to make/or do something beautiful that will carry on and touch more lives so they can used by God.

Benjamin D Weaver

VIDEO CLIP

Title:  Drumline
Rating: PG-13
Brief Synopsis: This movie is about a young man, named Devon, who is considered to be one of the most talented drummers in the country.  His only major flaw is that he has a major attitude problem, because he knows he is so good (this later gets fixed in the movie). He goes off to college at Atlanta A&T University where he is on full scholarship to be in the drumline.  Upon arriving at school, he then begins to show everyone that he is the best.  The problem is that he begins to butt heads with the section leader of the drumline, which then creates disunity throughout the group.  This clip is when the band director is talking to the section leader about leadership on the drumline, and why he made him section leader to begin with.  The Key Phrase is “ You said I liked the sound of the drumline better than I did my own drum”.  One drum might sound good, but the whole drumline sounds a lot better.   After the first clip, it would be good to go to the end of the movie and show the drumline performing together, as one sound.

First Clip:  
Start: 1:14:46  

End: 1:16:17

Second Clip:  
Start:  1:49:30  

End:  1:51:17    

Before the 1st Clip:  In your lives there will be many different things that involve teamwork. Here in our Youth Ministry, we strive in everything that we do to do everything with teamwork.  With this we can know that not one person will be left doing everything, and two we eliminate the chance of someone taking all the glory for everything.  Teamwork is so important in every aspect in life.  With your friends, when you get married, at your job, you use teamwork everywhere.  With being a team, it is also very important to create one sound in whatever you do.  Watch this clip.

After the 1st Clip:  See, if we walk through life acting like our one drum sounds better than any sound a group of drums can create, we are wrong.  In Proverbs 27: 17 the Bible says that “As Iron sharpens iron, so one many sharpens another”.  In 1 Corinthians 12 verse 12-30 it says that we are all made up of one body and we all play a part, just as equally important, but we are one body!  It is important in everything that we do that we work together, and create one sound.  

(Later on in the Sermon) Before the 2nd Clip:  This whole night you have heard me talking about teamwork, unity and working together.  Well, I want to show you how creating one sound can make a crowd go wild.

After the 2nd Clip:  You see, teamwork is very important in everything we do.  With everyone’s drum coming together and creating one sound, we can do amazing things for God, more than we ever could with just ourselves, one drum.  

Scripture: 
Proverbs 27:17 - As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.



1 Corinthians 12:12-30 - 12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13For we were all baptized by[1] one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
21The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues[2] ? Do all interpret?

OBJECT LESSON

Title:  In the Blood, lost forever.

Materials Needed: you will need a large container that can be seen through, preferably clear.  (This could be a storage box, or a pitcher of some sort).  You will also need a clear glass of clear water, and red food coloring (or if you want your youth to drink it after words, Koolaid ().  In the large clear container, you will need to fill it up with water, then add the red food coloring (to give it the liquid, red, bloody look).  In the small clear glass you will need to fill it up with water.  

Illustration:  Tonight, guys, we have been talking about how the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has washed away our sins.  Sometimes this is hard for us to comprehend that when God has forgiven us of our sins, that they are forgotten, lost forever.  In Psalms 123 it says that as far as the east is from the west, that is how far he has removed our transgressions from us.  I want to show you guys how real that is tonight.  Let me have a volunteer (pick someone from the youth).  Alright Johnny, I want you to take the glass of water.  This glass of water represents your sin, and this big container of red stuff represents the blood Jesus.  Now, I want you to pour that water into that container.  (He pours it into the container).  Alright Johnny, now remember that water I just had you pour in their?…your sin?….remember what it looked like? OK, Good!…Because now I want you to get that same water that you poured in there out.  Same molecules, everything!!!  What, you can’t get it out?…

Application:  Guys that is exactly how Christ’s blood has washed our sins away.  Lost in the Blood, forever.  There is nothing we can do to get it back, it is as far as the east is from the west, immeasurable.  If there is nothing that we can do to get it back, and God has forgotten about it, why is it hard for us to?  Ephesians 1:7-8 reads “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding”.  It’s pretty simple guys.  With the repentance, the forgiveness of sins, and God’s amazing grace we don’t have to worry about it anymore.  We don’t have to hold onto it.  God has forgotten it, and so can we.  

Scripture:  Psalm 103 -  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him
NIV

Ephesians 1:7-8 - “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding

A Story

Title:  Richard Cory by Edwin Arlington Robinson

The Story: Whenever Richard Cory went down town, 
We people on the pavement looked at him: 
He was a gentleman from sole to crown, 
Clean favored, and imperially slim. 

And he was always quietly arrayed, 
And he was always human when he talked; 
But still he fluttered pulses when he said, 
"Good-morning," and he glittered when he walked. 

And he was rich - yes, richer than a king - 
And admirably schooled in every grace; 
In fine we thought that he was everything 
To make us wish that we were in his place. 

So on we worked, and waited for the light, 
And went without the meat, and cursed the bread; 
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night, 
Went home and put a bullet through his head. 

Application:  This story by Edwin Arlington Robinson speaks a lot of words, in not a whole lot of time.  With this character Richard Cory, he created a façade, and made himself look to be all happy all the time, but he wasn’t.  He was dying inside.  Guys, this comes to show, that no matter what the outer appearance might look like, the smiles, the laughs, the way we act, it never compares to the way the heart was feeling.  Richard Cory was a man who had everything this world could offer.  But he didn’t have peace, comfort, and satisfaction with his life.  He was dying on the inside.  Do you ever feel this way?  Do you have friends that feel this way?  Maybe you can’t tell, because of the façade, a façade that a lot of us put on everyday, but it is this façade that God sees straight through.  He looks at the heart.  No glamour, no fame will ever do.


When it was time for Israel to choose a King, God appointed Samuel the prophet to make the decision as to who it was going to be.  He knew it was to be from Jesse, who had twelve sons.  Everyone assumed that it would be the oldest son, the most experienced.  God went a different route, and said      7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." God choose David instead, and he became, at his young age, the greatest King Israel ever had.  IN everything we do guys, God looks at the heart.  Not in what the outer appearance might look like, but the heart.  Luke wrote,  “Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.” What’s in your heart, whether clean or unclean, your heart, and your actions speak.  


So what’s in your heart guys?  If it is hurt, brokenness, God wants to fix it and heal it.. If it’s sin, dirtiness, and nothing right, God wants to cleanse you tonight.    

Scripture:  1 Samuel 16:7 - But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."


      Luke 6:44-46 - “Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. 45The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.”
CHANCE WILLIMASON

Movie Clip Illustration

Pearl Harbor

PG-13

Synopsis of Clip:


It is after the attack on Pearl Harbor and an elite group of fighter pilots has been chosen to be the “Tip of the sword” on the attack on Japan.  The two main Characters, Ben Afleck and Josh Hartnett, are standing on the deck of an aircraft carrier.  Their senior officer, Alec Baldwin, speaks his optimism to another officer.  He says, “I know we are going to win this war.  How do I know this?  It is because I see men like them, in times of uncertainty standing up.  There is nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer.”  

Application:


There is nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer.  God is looking for students to stand up and say, “Here I am, send me!”  There is hurt and pain and evil that is all around us.  God is looking for students to stand up and tell the Devil that “you can’t have my family.”  He is looking for students to stand up and be the light to their school; to live out the love of Jesus that can truly change our friends.  


If you stand up you will win.  There is nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer.  If your thoughts are bent on wining your family and friends to Christ, it will happen.  God is looking for students to stand up and say, “Here I am, send me!”

Scripture:

Isaiah 6 

6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another:

"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty." 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"

And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"   
NIV

Object Lesson
Different painters join to make one beautiful painting

Materials:

A canvas of any size

Paints (oil, acrylic, water, etc... whichever you want)

Brushes

Turpentine (to clean the brushes)

A place to paint

Creativity

Application:


What I want you all to do is one or two at a time, come up and paint something on this canvas.  It can be something as simple as your handprint or as elaborate as a small nature scene.  What I want you to do is put your personality and heart into this painting.  


When it is all done, all of our personalities and creativity will create one, beautiful, chaotic yes, but individual painting that will be us, this youth ministry to the core.


The same is with the body of Christ.  We are all different.  We all have different tastes and different personalities.  But we all come together through Christ to become this one beautiful family.

Scripture:
1 Cor 12:12-20

12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

NIV

A Story Illustration:


When I was six years old I lived in California.  I was a cool cat.  I hung out with kids one, two, and three years older than me.  We formed this gang.  This gang’s purpose was to track down, engage, and kill wasps on their own territory.  The main target:  their nests; our weapons of choice:  Rubber Band Guns.


We were the Rubber band gang!  “Wasps look out, we’re coming for you.”


One day after all wasps in our neighborhood were annihilated we were looking for other things to occupy our time.  My friend Gary Freeman, three years older than I and the natural leader in the group, has a bright idea.  Speaking with great conviction and optimism in his voice, like a good company commander, said, “Let’s go shoot the mail man!”  


With one voice we all cried, “Yeah!  Let’s get him!”  We had no idea what we were about to get ourselves into.    


Now, me being the youngest and most influential, was given the most important assignment.  My mother always told me, “Chance, don’t you shoot anyone with that gun.  If you do, you will be in big trouble.”  Now I believed her, but I didn’t believe her.  So when my orders came, “Chance, you shoot the mailman, while we shoot his truck!”, I acted on them without any hesitation.


I saw the target, his grayish blue uniform, his shorts with his hiking boots with rolled up socks.  My thoughts:  one shot, retreat to fall back position (Eric’s House).  


I walked right up behind the gray clad figure.  I took my aim.  Pulled the clothespin back and the rubber band flew.  It connected right at the height of my leveled hand...his buttocks!  He screamed.  HE CRIED!!! Not just cried, but cried like a little girl.  


We all ran.  We knew nothing of the coming wrath.  The red, swollen faced, teary-eyed gray clad carrier of information went back to his headquarters.  He then filed a complaint.  This complaint turned into an official document.  This official document turned into and assault charge on a federal officer!  


Luckily, we, well I, was only SIX years old and the government would not let him sue.  But I was still punished.  My Mother took my gun, spanked me profusely, grounded me, and took all privileges that a regular six year old looks forward to away.  I was put into the “brig”:  my room with no Nintendo!  

Scripture:
Rom 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

NIV  

Application:


The application is this:  every action we have has a consequence.  My action to shoot the wasps returned with good friendship, money, and people liking us for getting rid of wasps.  My action to shoot the mailman brought stress on my family, hurt (my butt), grounding, no rubber band, and loosing many other things I held dear.


We all sin.  We all do what God does not want us to do.  Therefore we are all headed to die and spend eternity away from Jesus in Hell.  But the good news is that we can do another action that will lead to the best consequence ever.  We could accept God’s gift of forgiveness and eternal life.  All we have to do is make a decision to live our lives with a relationship with Jesus Christ being the center of our life.  


May you now choose the best action that reaps the best consequence.  May you live your life for Jesus Christ.  May you understand the joy of forgiveness and peace away from sin

Vanessa Wright

Movie Clip

Topic: Prayer

Title:
Meet the Parents

Rating:  Pg-13

Synopsis:   Greg (Ben Stiller) has gone home with his future fiancé to meet her parents.  The group is sitting down to dinner and the father asks Greg to pray over the meal. Greg, who is Jewish, begins to attempt this seemingly easy task afterwards the Mother compliments him about how beautiful it was and the father is amazed at the craziness he just heard that was labeled as grace.

Application:  How many times have our prayers been just for show? How often do we think about the things that we pray? Is it because it sounds good or because we have heard others pray it. What was missing from Greg’s prayer? Sincerity? A Recipient?  A relationship to back up the conversation? Now this is a funny clip but the truth is that too often our prayers aren’t as sincere as they should be but instead empty words for an earthly audience

Scripture Reference: Matthew 6:6-8  “But when you pray go away by yourself, shut the door behind you and pray to your Father secretly. Then your Father who knows all secrets will reward you, When you pray don’t babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered only by repeating their words again and again. Don’t be like them, because your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him.” (NLT).

Object Lesson

Topic:  Being Transformed

Materials:   At most craft stores you can find white beads that react only to natural sunlight, and change to a bright color.  We made bracelets with them or key chains or necklaces. You also need to do this in daytime so you can go outside.

Illustration:  You take out the beads and you try to make them change by setting them close to the light inside or by heating them up, but the only way they will change color is in real sun, even if you can’t see the sun they will still change color on a cloudy day.

Application:   The application here is obvious, that we can’t do it ourselves. And no man made device or artificial source will do it. In order to be changed we have to be under the SON and not a substitution. How many things do we substitute for God, Money? Friends? Popularity? B/F, G/F? See we look to these things that are man made ideas of how we can better ourselves or be changed, but the only true way to change is to step into the Son.  See even when it’s hard to see the Him or it’s raining in your life the Power of God is still strong enough to change you. His force is still at work in your life.

Scripture Reference:   John12:46  “I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all that put their trust in me, will no longer remain in the darkness.” (NLT).

Story

Topic:  Second Chances/ Evangelistic

Title:  The Trash Can Chair


My friend’s dad, Bro. Espinoza, had loaded up his truck full of trash that he was taking to the Dumpster.  Once he was there he began unloading, he looked up and noticed a chair and he thought, “that is the ugliest chair that I have ever seen.” He continued unloading the heaps of garbage from his truck and more and more the chair kept catching his attention.  After he had finished unloading his truck he went to get a look at the chair it was covered in mud and the seat was all torn up, it was nasty. But for some reason Bro. Espinoza wanted that chair. So he loaded it up into the back of his truck, took it home, and put it in the backyard, where it sat for a couple of months. One day he finally got around to it and decided to wash it with some soap and water. It was still ugly so then he got some sandpaper and he sanded the whole chair down and underneath the layers of caked on dirt and grime and paint he found that the wood was good and solid. He put on cherry wood varnish, took off the seat, put in a new cushion and new fabric and he found that he had a very beautiful chair. He brought it inside and his wife said “where did you get that beautiful chair” and he said “it’s the one from outback” she couldn’t believe it. After a few days passed a friend of theirs came over to visit, he fell in love with the chair and offered Bro. One hundred and fifty dollars for it, but Bro. Refused because the chair was precious to him. You see Bro. Espinoza works with wood, if he wanted a new chair he could have made one very easily, but he saw the potential in one that had been thrown out with the trash.

Scripture Reference: James 1:18 “In his goodness he chose to make us his own children by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, became his choice possession.”

 Where to take it from here: Maybe some of you feel like the world has kicked you to the curb, maybe your dirty from all the trash of the world, God has designed you for a specific purpose, he is the master carpenter. He desires to see the work that he has begun in you come to full completion, He sees the value that you possess.  And what is most important is that the Bible says that while we were still sinners he died for us, While we were worthless in the worlds eyes he thought so much of us that he bought us with his life. (you can take it anywhere you want). Are you dirty with sin tonight? 

